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CHAPTER SIX -

Album of American Portraits

As I assembled these portraits, I found myself returning
repeatedly to one ancestor whose life came to symbolize
something much larger than himself—a Revolutionary
War fifer.

MEET THE BAND

At first, these names may seem unfamiliar. But as each
generation unfolds, the names become families, the

families become stories, and the stories become our own.

The pages that follow are not intended to be exhaustive
biographies. They are portraits—individual lives
remembered through documents, family stories,
photographs, artifacts, and memory. Together, they form
an album, each contributing its own voice to the larger
story of our family.

The pages that follow introduce the fifty men and women
whose lives shaped our family’s American story. In 2027,
their lives span 300 years of our family in America.

We begin with the earliest generations and gradually work

upward through time until we arrive at the people many of

us were fortunate enough to know and love.

Meet the Band.
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The Foundation of the American Family Tree

CONNELLY FAMILY TREE

My American Ancestors — The Block That Connects Us

The American Portraits

GERMAN FAMILY LINES

e

You | PARENTS GRANDPARENTS GREAT-GRANDPARENTS || EARLIER AMERICAN ANCESTORS
(1ST GENERATION) (2ND GENERATION) (3RD GENERATION) (4TH GENERATION)
Joseph H. —| Edward Connelly
John Henry Connelly ]
Connelly = 1857-1935 — Jane Starr Connelly )
1885-1
églr:nneﬁ ¥ i Mago)r}‘n ;\?lr;lsh ——[ James Walsh ]
Y '«
William F. —| Patrick H. Kerrigan
: Kerrigan - J
) -Alltzg. I 1856-1900 J—[ Sarah Flanagan Kerrigan j
rrigan Connelly
Matthew D. 18971981 Hannah T. —{ Daniel P. McGinty ]
Connelly e —{ Ellen Lowrey McGinty |
1960-Livin =
& _John B. —{ Georg Josef Zimmerman ]
7 n"ll:'ll;n - Z]:gn;?‘qug —'{ Barbara Frischholz Zimmermanj
Shirley M | 1896-1989 Mari;i Rosina Gaiser || Johann Adam Gaiser |
Zimmerman 18?4 k 193?'-“ —[ Christina A. Frey Gaiser ]
FAMIL 1930-2006

. YQ;I AR Charles Tuckmantel —r Charles Tuckmantel ]
s Connelly Line o - 1872-1933 —{ Emilie Ecker Tuckmantel |

w Kerrigan / McGinty Line uckmante! 4
s 7immerman / 1899-1995 Clara C. Kirchner ——I Gustave A. Kirchner ]
Tuckmantel Line 1877-1954 —[ Margaret A. Young Kirchner ]

oo This foundation tree shows the generations closest to us and the family lines from which our American ancestors descend. 3
From this foundation, each branch reaches backward through earlier generations and into the stories that follow.

This family tree establishes the generations closest to us and the family lines from which the American portraits that follow extend.
From this foundation, each branch reaches backward through earlier generations and deeper into the family’s American story.

Foundation Family Tree > Clara Kirchner > Margaret Young > Young Portraits
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WOLFSKEHL > YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL

CRESS - YEAGER > YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL

WOLFE - FREAS > YOUNG - KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL

PATHS TO AMERICA The portraits that follow trace those separate histories as they

gradually come together, creating the family line that would

Before our family became part of the Americar story; become part of our American story. Their journeys set in

generations lived in small towns and villages throughout motion the lives that follow in these pages.
Germany. Over successive generations, members of these

families crossed the Atlantic, established new lives in

colonial America, and eventually became connected through

marriage and family.
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Johann Georg Wolfskehl & Anna Margaretha Schmid

JOHANN GEORG WOLFSKEHL, C. 1684-1743

ANNA MARGARETHA SCHMID, C. 1690-AFTER 1742

FROM THE RHINELAND TO COLONIAL PENNSYLVANIA

Nearly three centuries later, an unusually rich collection of
records allows us to follow Johann Georg Wolfskehl and
Anna Margaretha Schmid from their German homeland
into the first generations of their family’s life in America.

Their story is not simply one of immigration. It is the story
of a family already well established in Europe that made
the difficult decision to leave the familiar behind, cross an
ocean, and begin again in colonial Pennsylvania.

Johann Georg Wolfskehl was born about 1684 in the
German Rhineland. Anna Margaretha Schmid was

born about 1690. On June 24, 1712, they married in the
Evangelical church at Liittringhausen. They would spend
approximately three decades of their married lives in the
German lands, raising the family that would eventually
carry the Wolfskehl name to America.

Among their children was Anna Christina Wolfskehl,
born in the Palatinate. Her life would eventually provide an
important bridge between two German immigrant families
and connect the Wolfskehls directly to the Young family in
America.

WOLFSKEHL > YOUNG » KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL
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RECONSTRUCTING A FAMILY NEARLY 300
YEARS LATER

The survival of this story is remarkable in itself.

Early German families can be difficult to reconstruct.
Given names were repeated from one generation to
another, surnames appeared under multiple spellings,
political boundaries changed, and records that survive
today are scattered among churches, archives, published

histories and later genealogical compilations.

The Wolfskehl family is no exception. Their surname
appears in American records in forms including
Wolfskehl, Woolfskehl, Wolffs Kehl and other variations.

Yet the family left enough traces to be followed.

An important modern contribution came from a respected
genealogist Kory L. Meyerink, MLS, AG, FUGA, whose
specialties include German research and tracing colonial
immigrant families to their European origins. Meyerink
conducted extensive research into the Wolfskehl family and
its German records, helping to reconstruct and strengthen
the relationships that connect the family’s European and

American generations.

His research can be considered alongside surviving church
records and a substantial body of published Pennsylvania
German scholarship. Together, those sources provide an
unusually strong documentary foundation for a family

whose migration occurred almost three centuries ago.

LEAVING GERMANY

During the first half of the eighteenth century, thousands
of German-speaking people left the Rhineland and
neighboring territories for Britain’s North American
colonies. Pennsylvania became one of their principal
destinations.

Johann Georg and Anna Margaretha’s family became part
of that migration.

Their journey was not a simple passage directly from a
German village to Philadelphia.

Like many German emigrants of the period, members of
the Wolfskehl family made their way toward Rotterdam,
one of Europe’s great ports and a major departure point for
German-speaking emigrants bound for America.

From Rotterdam, their route continued to Cowes on the
Isle of Wight, an English port used by vessels preparing
for the Atlantic crossing. Then came the longest part of the

journey.

In 1742, the Loyal Judith, commanded by James Cowie,
carried German-speaking emigrants from Rotterdam, by
way of Cowes, to Pennsylvania. Members of the Wolfskehl
family appear among the surviving records associated with
that voyage.

The evidence is preserved in Ralph Beaver Strassburger’s
Pennsylvania German Pioneers, published by the
Pennsylvania German Society in 1934 from the surviving
Philadelphia arrival and oath lists. The records identify
Wolfskehl men under several spellings, including Henrich
Woolfskehl, Jonas Woolfskehl, Henrich Wollffs Kehl and
Johannes Wolffs Kehl.

Those lists require some explanation. They were not
modern passenger manifests recording every man, woman
and child aboard a vessel. The surviving Philadelphia
qualification and oath lists concentrated largely upon adult
males. Women and younger children frequently went

unnamed.

For that reason, the story of the Wolfskehl family’s
migration cannot be reconstructed from one list alone.

P. William Filby’s Passenger and Immigration Lists Index

provide another important piece of that documentary trail.
It emerges through the combination of the Loyal Judith Its published references contain multiple Wolfskehl entries
records, German family evidence, later Pennsylvania associated with Pennsylvania and Philadelphia in 1742 and
records, and published immigration indexes. 1743, including Anna Margaretha and several members of

the extended Wolfskehl family.

Taken together, these records document a Wolfskehl

family migration from the German world into colonial

Pennsylvania.
160 NAMES OF GERMAN, SWISS
" pgu ek
96) Sept. 2, 1743. Foreigners imported in the ship Loy maal,* ohann Jacob Huth,
= % Jacob Haussman, Jacob Grosskopff,*
Judith, James Cowie, Mastar, from Romm‘ last from Cowes. Johannes Schreyer, Johan Henrich Scheurer,
Gept. 2, 1743. Frembe famen mit vem Schiffe Loyal Judith, Johannes Habersod,* Hans Georg Sheyer,*
Capitain James Comwie, von Rotterdam iiber Cowes. g@aﬂheas"ﬂoffcr, Johan Adam Reyd,*
i 4 % imon Kiistener, Johann Jacob Petry,
Bartel Ziller, John Valentin Hammer, Peter Roth,* Tt A du: Puiohis,
Johannes Becker, Johann Wilhelm Becker, georgeml:"!iltte;er,* gogmlueﬂ i}{rﬁurll;:i]:;uer,*
a1s 30 R eter Miller, ohannes Mon uer,
i[l;]:? C}])l_nstmn% gohhané:odm ﬂ:‘(ﬁ(ﬂ:,* Jacob Muhner, Johann Phillipp Bihm jr.,

n mqky, ohn e Miller, TLorentz Hardt, Johann Phillipp Bohm,
Jo:hn.nnob :Lﬁwr, Johannes Honmg, Adam Schmah], Hans Wolf ngt.z,*
Michel Seitz, Johan Peter Braun, “f,,‘j“t“ Scame;zlﬂ %nd.reas Weybrich,

i * ili entin Grosch, ermanus Huffer,
Henrich Moag, Johann Philip Odewelder, e s, S b HL il
Jacob Maag, Phl]lp Carl Angel, Bernhart Becker, Johann Emrich Bott,
Johan J: B.eo'l::, Johan Ad&}]? Mohr, Johannes Becker, Johan Georg Wolffskehl,
Johannes Kirst, Johann Philip Beier, g ohal;m}ga ]Elt_nmea, %{utt]l;:u;[ Butagarfff,
Friedrich Feltlmrger, Johan Phi]ip Gambach, acob Bentli, icol ancubach,
Lorents Laffersweler, Johan Adam Uehrbass, ‘1{1".1‘1’? Ee ";."'* g°§““PP.h.‘hP Schrieger,

3 pp Hoffman, oh. Philip Schrieger jr.,
Nickel Runckel, J Oh.an“es Gambach, Johann Philipp Wentz, Johann Henrich May,
Johan Runckel, Ulrich Freyhofer, %ﬁsttgpg gemﬁpﬂ} .':’II ol:an% Qeo.r%lsl:?ry,
Adam Brech Rudolff Buchy,* Tistope! (iroasert, ans Heinric )
Johannes J' 'ﬁéer, ‘Wendel Horst, Johsnnis Schwinds, Jdohan Balthasar Gﬂ;gh’
Johannes Kriimer Valentin Wentz, z 3 -
Daniel Ma.rtz, ! Gerhart Fi(}hkﬂl‘,* a Lorentz Schmakl, a native of the Middle Palatinate, settled as a

farmer six miles from York, Pa., where he pursued assiduously and
successfully his calling to the close of his life, leaving four sons: Jacob,
who, when young, moved to Baltimore, whose son, Col. Jacob Bmall,
was Mayor of the city; John Schmahi moved to and settled in Beaver

Bernhard Lauffersweiler, Bastian Bongart,
Nicklaus Scherstenberger, Christian Weiss,

e e i gaton ot 51 the mmetons st n Fork Grty descond
Johann Georg Eppelman, Andreas Walter, Rupis fistony of York County, p. 745, ¥ "
Johan Jacob Gltbelmau, Nicklas Kcller, a Lorent Sdhmabl, in ber mittleven Pfaly geboren, Tieh fich ald Bauer

; s fechd Meilen v tf, Pa., nicber, ! big Enbe fei-
oo Weakd Dhusaibuet, A0 Sapt, R e e i ety 0lng. G e e ©5hmet Safuly e b i

ner Jugend nady Valtimore 304 unb beffen Sohn, Eol. Jafeb Small,
Mayor ber Stadt war; Jobn % mtabl lie§ fich in Beaver County nieders
Stilian und Loreny blighen in Yorf. Von erfrerem ftammt ber grijfere Theil
ver in Yorf Sounty fo gablreichen Smalld.—Rupp’s Gefdidte von Yorl
County, &. 743.

Arrival of Johann Georg Wolfskehl aboard the Loyal Judith, September 2, 1743. The published passenger list records the ship’s journey from Rotterdam
through Cowes to Philadelphia and identifies him as “Johan Georg Wolffskehl”

WOLFSKEHL > YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL 31
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A NEW LIFE IN PENNSYLVANIA

By 1742-1743, the Wolfskehl family was becoming
established in Pennsylvania.

They arrived during an important period in the colony’s
development. German-speaking immigrants were settling
throughout southeastern Pennsylvania, establishing
farms, trades, congregations and communities that would
permanently influence the character of the region.

The Wolfskehls became part of that history.

Johann Georg’s American life appears to have been brief.
Records place him in Pennsylvania in 1743, the year
associated with his death. After decades spent in Germany
and the enormous disruption of migration, he had
comparatively little time in the new country.

Anna Margaretha’s journey is particularly striking. She
was approximately fifty-two years old when the family’s
migration took place. She was not a young woman leaving
home before establishing a life. She had already spent
decades in Germany. She had married there, raised a
family there, and lived most of the life she had known
there. And then she left.

She crossed Europe, reached Rotterdam, traveled by way of
England, crossed the Atlantic and began another chapter of
her life in Pennsylvania.

SHE ARRIVED CARRYING
AN ENTIRE LIFE WITH HER.

We cannot know precisely what motivated the family’s
decision or what Anna Margaretha thought about leaving.
The surviving records do not tell us. Nor can they tell us
what she felt when Europe disappeared behind the ship or
when Pennsylvania finally came into view.

Those thoughts belong to her and have been lost to time.
The journey itself has not.

TWO IMMIGRANT FAMILIES BECOME ONE

The consequences of Johann Georg and Anna Margaretha’s
migration soon became visible in the next generation.

Their daughter Anna Christina Wolfskehl married
another German immigrant, Marcus Jung, in Pennsylvania
in 1745.

Historical Pennsylvania German material explicitly
identifies Anna Christina as a Wolfskehl and records her
marriage to Marcus Jung. Church and genealogical indexes
provide additional documentation of that relationship.

o
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1761,
17586,
1773,
1787,
1774,
1540,
15735,
1575,

“TSer. = veoliq

MARRBIAGF REGISTER - //loravicn <.

Ulrich, Snsanna, and Paalos Huy.
Van Vieck, Heary, and Elizabeth Riern.
Van Vieck, Henry, and Busan Ellzabeth Krei-
ter.
Vatter, Gottlleb, and An. Margaretha Roeser.
Vetter, Jacob, and Christina Melrz.
Vetter, Jacon, Jun. ool Catlbariue Faiasc.
Vetter, Peter, and Christine Rlewu.
Voltz. Andreas, and Margaretha Welhbrecht.
Waldlin, Rosina., apd Leonbard Kieln.
Weihbrecht. Cathriaa, nnd Jacob Conrad.Jun.
Welhbrecht, Christiaa, and Jobannes Krasiuer,
Jumn.
1%, Welhbrecht, Elisabeth. and Abrahaw Hiest-
and.
7. Weihbrecht, AMargaretha, and Andrens Voltz
15, Weller, Elizabeth, snd Christian Rudy.
27, Wenner. Martin, ani Susanna Bmith.
20. Werner. Williamn, and Anna Maria Kiesel.
24, Werner, Catharine, and Johanno Brucker.
4. Westhofer. Anoa Catharine, and Gottlried Se-
bastinn Oppelt.
4, Westhifer. Conrad. and Catharine Hell.
1. Westhiifer. George Michael, and Elizabeth
Wlinge.
12, Wetterich., Anne Marie, nnd Gottleibh HILL
23. Wertericht, Marie. aod Joachiu: Burger.
24. Whirmwuore. Barbara and Jacob Beer.
7. Wirthinan. Joachim, aomd Uargaret Harbara
Eils
Wnlif=kebl. Anne Christine, and Marcux Jung.
G, Niartuler, Hoenry, mnd [ e Fliznoeth Riesel.
5, Xawuler. Maria Elizabeth, and Henry Romich.
24. Zanetnnris. Daniel. and Muarie Eli=. Hauk.
3. Zeishierrer., David, sl Susan Lecron.
38, Zentzin, 2., nmml Geore Daun. Jesroones.
., Ziveler. Barbarn, aml Jobian Eruel
54, Ziegler Elisabet, nml Kriult Roeser.
12. Zsanz (Schanz). Jowb. and Elizaberh Sauser.
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Two Immigrant Families Joined — 1745

WOLFSKEHL > YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL
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The marriage of Anna Christina Wolfskehl and Marcus Jung united two German immigrant families in
Pennsylvania. Marcus later followed the mercantile business for many years in Lancaster, and their son
Marcus Young Jr. would serve during the American Revolution.
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Marcus had come from the Palatinate as well. His surname,
Jung, would eventually become Young in America. With
their marriage, two German immigrant stories became one
American family story.

The couple established their family in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. Their children were raised in a world very
different from the one their parents and grandparents had
known in Germany.

And within another generation, the family’s relationship
to America would change again. Among Anna
Christina Wolfskehl and Marcus Jung’s children was
Marcus Young Jr.

The grandson of Johann Georg Wolfskehl and Anna
Margaretha Schmid would come of age as Britain’s
American colonies moved toward revolution. During
the Revolutionary War, Marcus Young Jr. answered the
call to service as a fifer, participating in the struggle that
ultimately created the United States.

That progression is extraordinary when viewed across only
three generations.

Johann Georg and Anna Margaretha were born into the

German world.

Their daughter Anna Christina crossed into an immigrant
family establishing itself in colonial Pennsylvania.

Their grandson Marcus served the cause of a country that
did not exist when his grandparents began their lives.

WHAT SURVIVED

There are still things we may never know about Johann
Georg and Anna Margaretha.

But their story does not need to be complete to be

significant.

German church records preserve their family before
America. Professional genealogical research has helped
reconstruct their origins and relationships. Strassburger’s
Pennsylvania German Pioneers (1934) preserves the
1742 immigration records associated with the Loyal
Judith. Filby’s Passenger and Immigration Lists Index
gather additional published references to members of the
Wolfskehl family in Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania German
church and historical sources document the family’s
presence after immigration and their daughter’s marriage
into the Jung family.

Even Edward W. Hocker’s 1935 compilation,
Genealogical Data Relating to the German Settlers

of Pennsylvania and Adjacent Territory from
Advertisements in German Newspapers Published

in Philadelphia and Germantown, 1743-1800, helps
reconstruct the larger Pennsylvania German community in

which these families lived.
No single document tells their story.

Together, the collective documents do. And perhaps that is
fitting.

Johann Georg Wolfskehl and Anna Margaretha Schmid
were not famous people. They left no memoir explaining
their decision to leave Germany and no grand account of

their arrival in America.
What they left instead was a trail.

A marriage in Germany.

A family.

A migration through Rotterdam and Cowes.

An Atlantic crossing.

A new beginning in Pennsylvania.

A daughter who married another German immigrant.

And eventually a grandson who would serve during the
American Revolution.

Johann Georg and Anna Margaretha could not have
known where their decision would lead. But their crossing

did more than move a family across an ocean.

It moved this family’s story into America.

CARRY AWAY
YOU ARE NEVER TOO ESTABLISHED TO BEGIN AGAIN.

Johann Georg and Anna Margaretha had already built

a life before America entered their story. Their journey
reminds us that a new beginning does not have to come at
the beginning of life. Sometimes courage is the willingness
to leave what has become familiar, step into uncertainty,
and create a different starting point for the generations that
follow.

WOLFSKEHL » YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL
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Johann Thongges (Anthony) Kaes (Case)

Eva Catharina

BAPTIZED NOVEMBER 29, 1691 - NOVEMBER 4, 1772

BIRTH DATE UNKNOWN - LIVING IN 1769

AMONG NEW JERSEY’S EARLIEST GERMAN SETTLERS

Johann Thongges Kaes—also recorded as Anthonius, Tunis
and Anthony—was baptized on November 29, 1691, at
Riickeroth, near Ransbach in the Westerwald region of
present-day Rhineland-Palatinate, Germany. He was the
son of Johannes Kaf$ and Christina Schreitzer, members of

a family with deep roots in the region.

Eva Catharina’s birth date is unknown. Her maiden name
has not been firmly established in the surviving records,
but her place within the family’s history is clear. Together,
she and Anthony belonged to the generation that carried
the Kaes family from Germany into colonial America.

An unusually rich documentary trail preserves their story.
German church registers record their growing family;
New Jersey naturalization records mark Anthony’s formal
acceptance into colonial society; his will names Eva
Catharina, their children and several grandchildren; and a
tombstone transcription preserves his death date. Across
these records, their lives emerge in considerably more
detail than those of many early immigrants.

Church records place the couple in Riickeroth between
1722 and 1728. At least three of their children were
baptized there: Anna Christina in 1722, Johann Peter in
1724 and Anna Elisabetha in 1725. Another son, probably
Johann Matthias, was baptized in 1728.

Those entries provide a picture of Anthony and Eva
Catharina raising young children in the Westerwald and
participating in the life of their local church.

An immigration index places Anthony in New York in
1709-1710, while the church records document the couple
in Germany during the following decade. Both accounts
could be accurate if Anthony made an earlier Atlantic
crossing and later returned to Germany, although no
return voyage has been established. That possibility adds
another dimension to his story: he may have explored
opportunities abroad before the family established its
permanent home in America. If so, their migration may
have grown from firsthand experience as well as the
willingness to venture into the unknown.

The timing and sequence of their Atlantic migration
remain uncertain. Their reasons for establishing a home
in America were not recorded. Whatever circumstances
shaped their decision, they left a region their families
had known for generations and began building a life in a
different society.

BIERBAUM/DUBRAUCKE > KAES/CASE > YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL
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136 THE PALATINE FAMILIES OF NEW YORK & NEW JERSEY

2. Anna VeronicaZ, b. 5 Junc 1725 - sp.: Joh. Philipp - sfo Jchann
Ténges Hummerich, Anna Eva - w/> Joh. Peter Hummerich, and Anna
Veromica - wifo Joh. Peter Schiiffer.

ANTHONIUS KAES
JOHANN PHILIF KAES
JOHANN SEBASTIAN KAES
(Case, Kds)

The roos of this widespread N.J. family were in the village of 5419
Riickeroth (11 km. n. of Ransbach; Chbks. begin 1675, but gaps). The delinite
father of the emigrants Anthonius! and Jobann Sebastian! Kaes and possible
parent of Johawn Philip! Kaes was Johannes Kb of Langenbaum. who 1. 26
Feb 1732, aged ca. 80 yrs. He md. Christira Schreitzer and had issuc:

7?7 Johann Philipl, who was sp. by "Johannes Kees at Langenbaun” in

1713 at ncarby Anhauscn.

"A Daughter,” bpl. Dom ...: 1685 - sp.: “her sister, Schreiker’s

daughter” and Johannes ... at Langenbaum

+ Johann Thonges!, bpt. Dom. 1 Adv. Nov 29 1691 - sp.: Johinnes

GroB, Johan Thonges Aden (?), the the /o Paul Schneider at Langenkaum,

"A Daughter™ (Eva), bpt. 2 April 1693 - sp.: Eva - w/o Hang eter

Schifer.

Johann Wilhelm, bpt. Whitsuntide: 1694.
Veronica Maria, bpl. 16 Feb (7) 1695,

+ Johanm Sebastian!®, bpl. 2 June 1701 - sp.: Joh. Bastian Tick ) at
Sicincbach, Joh. Martin Stein at Siciscbach, and Anna Christina - dfo
Hans Peter Schiifer at Langenbaum.

Anna Margaretha, bpt. as “A. Maraet™ 30 Sept 1703 - sp.: Marcretl -
w/o Joh. Henrich Meyer, Anna Magdalmna - wjo Joh. Peter Bachien (77, and
Paul (g.v.] - s/o Simon Dick.

Christina, bpt. 8 March 1705 - sp.: Christina - w/fo Henrich Simosis at
Schmidttan, and Christina - w/o Christian Jackert (Heckert?) aufm HaBen.

Anthonius! (Thonges) Kis and his wife Eva Catharina appear in
the Riickeroth registers 1722 - 1728. He may have been the Anton Kelsch who
sp. Willem Hein at Rareton in 1733/34, unless this entry refers 1o the Tonges
Kiélsch who was father-in-law 1o Harbert! Hommer/Hummer (M.Y. City Luth.
Chbk.). Tunis ind Peter Case were nat. 20 Aag 1755 (N1, Nats.). The cemetery

BIERBAUM/DUBRAUCKE - KAES/CASE > YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL
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SOME LATER ARRIVALS 1717 - 1776 137

al Larison’s Camner notes the burial of Tunis Kaes, who d. 4 Nov 1772, The will
of Anthony Case of Amwell Twp. was dated 20 May 1769, naming his wilc Eva

Cathanne and his ch. and some grandch.; it was proved 11 Dec 1772 (Huniordon
Ca, WLl #8A3). The ch. of Anthoniuse! Eass and his wifle Eva Cathorina

were

1. Anna Christina?, bpt. 25 May 1722 (Riickeroth Chbk.).

2. Johaan Peter?, bpL 23 April 17M (Rickeroth Chbk.). He was nal.
in 1755 with his father. The will of Peter Case of Amwell Twp. was
dated 13 March 1779 and proved 25 Junel 789, naming his wife Anna
and his ch. (Hunterdon Co., Will #1457]1),

3. Anna Elisabetha, bpl. 9 Dec 1725 (Rickeroth Chbk.). She md.
Francis Bason (Beson/Pozon/Pysong) (Will).

4. "A Son"2 bptL 1 Fcb 1728 - sp: Theiss Ribb from Geelent (7),
Johannes Kacs from Steinebach, and Anna Christina - d/o Conrad Faust
at Laagebaum (sic) (Rickeroth Chbk.); due to the male bpL sp., this
son was probably the Johann Mathias named in his father's 1769
will. Matthias Kase was nat. in 1754 (N.J. Nais.).

5. Johannes? {(Will), probably the Johannes Kase nat. with Matthias2
Kase n 1754,

6. Jacob2 (Will). One of that name d. intestate in Amwell and was
admiristered 14 Oct 1774; Catharina Case, presumably his wife, relused
10 be administrator (Hunterdon Co. Estate #9097,

7. Johasn Adam? Mﬂl},

8. Anna Maria? (Will), md. (1st) Johannes Jager and then 2nd)
Conrad Huommer (Will).

9. Catharina? (Will), md. Herbert Trimmer (Will).

Johannes Sebastianus, s/o Johannes Kaes from Langenbaum, md.
{or had banns) 14 June 1727 Maria. d/o the laic Johannes Bierbaum.
Bastiyan Kes was nat. 8 Dec 1744 (NJ. Nais.). A child of Johann
Sebastian! md (Anna) Maria Kaes was
1. "A Daughter™2, bpt. 20 March 1728 - sp.: Anna Christina - w/fo
Adam Schaller, Elisabeth Christina - w/o Christ... Schneider, boh [r.
Langenbaum, and Paulus Kaes from Schmidthahn (Riickeroth Chbt.).

Record of Johann Philip! Kaes of NJ. was finally found near
Riickeroth at 5451 Anhauscn (8 km. n.e. of Neuwied; Chbks. begin 1614, Ref.,
but difMicult). He md. there 29 Nov 1703 Anna Elisabetha, d/o Henrich
Jung from Anhausen [See the section on Peer! Jung for more on her Anhausen
ancestry ). Jotan Philip Kacs was nat. 8 July 1730 (Acrs of the Gereral

The Kaes Family Across Two Continents

y

Henry Z. Jones Jr’s published reconstruction brings together German church entries and New Jersey records
to trace Anthony and Eva Catharina’s family, including their children’s baptisms in Riickeroth between 1722

and 1728.
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A possible record places Anthony in Raritan, New Jersey,

in 1733 or 1734, although the identification is uncertain.
What is clear is that the family became established in Amwell
Township, Hunterdon County, among the early German-
speaking families who put down permanent roots in colonial
New Jersey.

As they adapted to colonial life, their surname appeared in
several forms, including Kaf3, Kis, Kaes and Case. Anthony
himself was variously called Johann Thongges, Anthonius,
Tunis and Anthony. The records preserve both his German
identity and the names by which he became known in
America.

On August 20, 1755, Anthony—recorded as Tunis Case—was
naturalized along with Peter Case, whom Henry Z. Jones Jr.
identifies as his son. This marked an important stage in their

transition from immigrants to established colonial residents.

Anthony’s 1769 will and later genealogical research identify
nine children or probable children: Anna Christina, Johann
Peter, Anna Elisabetha, Johann Matthias, Johannes, Jacob,
Johann Adam, Anna Maria and Catharina. By naming Eva
Catharina, their children and several grandchildren, the will
presents Anthony as part of a large family whose roots had
become firmly established in America.

The will also reveals his intentions for Eva’s future. Anthony
left her his real and personal estate for her lifetime, providing
for its distribution among their children after her death. He
named her an executor alongside two of their sons. These
provisions gave her both the use of the estate and a role in
carrying out his wishes.

A later addition to the will addressed the inheritance of
grandchildren through their daughter Anna Maria, showing
Anthony’s attention to the next generation as well.

Anna Maria married Johannes Jager, whose surname would
later appear as Yeager, and subsequently married Conrad
Hummer. Her first marriage connected the Kaes and Jager
families and carried Anthony and Eva Catharina’s legacy into
the line that would eventually join the Young family.

Anthony died on November 4, 1772. A surviving Hunterdon
County tombstone transcription records him as:

“Tunis Kaes, gestorben den 4. Nov. 17727

The German wording preserves a final connection to the
language of his birthplace. His will was proved on December
11, 1772.

Eva Catharina was living when Anthony made his will in
1769, but the details of her final years remain unknown. Her
presence can nevertheless be followed through the German
church registers, their children’s lives and the provisions
Anthony made for her. She shared the undertaking that
transformed the family’s history: raising children in Germany
and establishing a permanent home in colonial New Jersey.

REFLECTION

Every family’s history contains a generation that changes its
direction. For the Kaes family, Anthony and Eva Catharina
were that generation.

Anthony’s baptism, naturalization, will and burial provide the
visible documentary markers. Eva’s presence appears in the
church registers, in Anthony’s arrangements for her future and
in the lives of their children. The transformation belonged to
both.

An earlier crossing remains a possibility. If Anthony had
already experienced America before their permanent
settlement, their story may have involved exploration, return
and a later decision to build a future there. Even without that
certainty, the records show a family willing to leave familiar
surroundings and establish roots elsewhere.
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Names. DaTe or AcT. Nanps. DaTe or Acr.
Nicholas Angle ........|June 3, 1703 Adam Diels .........--{Dec. 8, 1794
Jacol» Arents and 3 chil- Iléndrick Diels........ b el e

T IR e o sssss-|Jan. 27, 17¥6/7 Henry Diffidafly. ...... Apiil 28, 1762
MNicholas Arvenls, Hendriek Dirdorf. .. ... July 8, x730
Mary Arents. Anthony Dirdorf and his
Margaret Arents. o AN L e A% Lo L

Teter Bard, a native of Christian Dirdorf.

Francs ..o ieiiveas Mar. I, I7I3°4 Am]long Dirdorfl.
William Barwiclk . -« |June =21, 1754 ohn Dirdorf.
Christian Beck .. -|Aug. 2o, 1%s55 eter Dirdorf.
George Beck ... «o|Mar. 10, 1702 Johannes Doremus..... June 21, 1754
Menry Bemer .........1Aug. 20, I755 Daniel Dorn .......... June 3, 1763
John William Berg and Peter Dorgel .. ........ 1ec B, 1744

his 3 sons. Charles Duran ........ Mar. 15, 1738/9
Juhannes Berg. Willinm Ecker........ Aug. 20, 1755
{nhn Berg. Jacob Eigh. ... ... .... uly 8, 1730

Peter Berg. Christiana Elsington,

ohn Diel Bergr. ... .n..|Dec. 8, 1744 WALOW, o vo e vnsiaaiaa A 22 o

Nilliany Belleslelr. | July 8, 1730 Jacab Engle....... ... e o

Adam Bellesfelt .. |Dec. 8, 1944 William Engle.. ... ... e 23 b
Peter Bellesfelr . . [ L Valentine Lnt. ....... Aug. 20, I755
ohan William Bellesfeli| <+ A . Wiiliam Evalman...... Oct. 23, 1751
ohannes Belesvelt ....|May rg, 1756 Laurence Eykeinier ... .[Oct. 27, 1770
Jolin Beulesheimer..... Aug. 20, 1755 acob Faisb........... June —, 1766
Hendrick Beus........ June 21, 1754 John GeorgeFelthausen|Sept. 26, 1772
Hendriek Bens, Jr. ... 4 o e Cornelius VFerberg..... une 3, 1763
TFeb. =23, 1704 Pieter Fisher.._....... uly 8, 1730

oseph Behringer ... ...

raneis Bickle.. .. ..
Christopher Bishop
Jehn Dlom.....
Perter 3odine ..
John Ilohn.....
Johin Ilower ..........
John Ioshart and wife
Anna Hoshart and their]
children .... se-uass
Christopher Lioshart
Dorothy Doshare.
IIendrick Bost ........
}u:«.— sh Bost ..... :

acob Brown . .
Peter lrown ..........

Micholas Bud ......... Mar.

Pear Case .....00.02.-
TunisCose. . cvaananas

Stephen Chalmes. ...... |3

Peter Coens.........a.

Peter Colsher ......... .

Heury Cook .....
Andrew Congle . ...
John Cosman .. . -
Christian Cornelins . ...
1lenry Croo..c: «csnss
Adam Cuncle .......-.
Nicholas Dahlberg . ...
John Dellar ........ .
IPeter Demond of Meon-

moulh Co,....0.. aas

John De Witt ... cxcx.:|M

-|Aug. 2o, 1755
- -|Dec. 6, 17060
-.|Mar. 15, 1738
{July 8, 1730

Dec. 6, 1769
Oct. 27, 1770

Feb. 10, 1732

July . I730

, 1755
1769
» T738/9
1755

1713/4
1755
. I708
, 1762
, 1709

.| Dec. 6, 1709

July 8, 1730
{unc, 6, 1751
Feb., 23, r764
Mar. 15, 1738/9
Dec. o, 1703

Aug. 16, 1733
Iar. 1s, 1738

Naturalization in Colonial New Jersey

Marton Iisher and his =

Jacob Fisher.
Phillip Fisher.
ITenry Fisher.. ... ...«

i
!

8 ke

March 15,1738,

Johannes Fisher.......|June 6, 1751
Pacel Flag. - :a--=-:-= s .| July 8, 1730
Jacol Foofman. . ...... March 15,1738,'9
ILeonard Fox.. .......|April 28, 1752
Peter Franberg. .« oo .. .| March 15,1758 g
Johm Martin Fulkemer.|[Itec. 6, 1700
Jusius Gans. . cc.cacuas Aug. 20, 1755
George Geeser.. . ...... i L =
acob Gerhart......... July 8, 1730
ohannes Giddeman and
il KON v ws wnmim s L iE
HendrickGiddeman
Peter Goeplets. .. ...... Dec. 16, 1748
Caspar Grim...........[April 23, 1702
Willem Guise ... ....July 8, 1730
John ITams. cccoscnnscs May 10, 1768
Aunthony Habback..... July 8, 1730
Ann Ilagg..... S R 2o
William %‘%&\.n .......... e = e
Ludwig Iladn........ .IDcc. 8, 15643
Adam Hag...... weeess|Aug. 20, 1755
Thomas Ilall.......... i 5 i
Henry Harvier co.ceuuas = s s
Michael IHammer...... April 7, 1702
John Ilariman....... .| Dee. 6, x7069

* Disallowed September 1, 1773.

Recorded as Tunis Case, Anthony appears with Peter Case in the list of persons naturalized in
New Jersey on August 20, 1755.
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1775, Oct. 9. Carr, Willlam, of Hanover, Morris Co, Int. Adm'rs—
Sarah Carr, the widew, of said place, and Job Alln, of Pequanock,
said Co. Lib. M, p. 30.

1772, May 6. Carter, David and Stephen, of Essex Co. Wards. Sons
of Benjamin Carter, of said Co., deceased. Said Wairds make choice
of Samuel Potter as ‘heir Guardian. Guardian—=Sanuel Potter. Fel-
lowbondasman—Eenjamin Bedell; both of said Co. Lib. K, p. 413.

1773, July 7. Case, Adam, of Amwell, Hunterdon Co., Int. Adm'x
—~Catherine Case. fellowbondsman—John Opdycle; both of said
place.

1773, July 24. Inventory, £443.6.8, made by Sanuel Furman and
John Buchannan. Tile No. 869 J.

1769, May 20. Casq Anthony, of Amwell Township, Hunterdon Co.,
yeoman; will of. Ellest son, Peter, £10. Wife, Eve Catharine, real
and personal estate, and after her death, to my chidren, Peter Case,
Tohn Mathiae Case, John Cass, Jaceh Oase, John Adam Caso, Ann
Elizabeth, the wife »f Francis Pozon, Anna Mary, wife of Coonrad
Hummer, and Catharne, wife of Herbert Trimmer. Executors—wife,
BEve Catharine, Peter Case and John Mathias Cise. Witnesses—
Robert Dodd, Jacob ferves, Peter Peterson,

1769, June 7. Codidl. The surviving children of my daughter, Anna
Mary, by her late hwband, Johanis Yauger, viz.,, Pe¢ter, Philip, Will-
iam and John Yawg:r, shall, with the other child:en of said Anna
Mary, by her presen: husband, Conrad Hummer, siare that part of
my estate so willed to my daughter, Anna Mary. WVitnesses—Robert
Deodd, Jacob Servos, eter Peterson. Proved Dee. 1, 1772,

1772, Dec. 10. Inveitory, £357.9.8, made by Peter P:terson and Peter
Aller. Lib. 14, p. 461.

1774, Oct. 18. Case, Jacob, of Amwell Townshi), Hunterdon Co.
Int. Adm'ro Mathiss IToushsl aud Javul Garvis. Folluwbundsiman
—Joshua Corshon; al of said place.

1774, Oct. 14. Renwnciation by Catherine Case. Witnesses—James
York and Peter Houshel.

1774, Oct. 10. Inventory, £165.12.3, made by Jchn Opdycke and
‘William Hoogland. Lib. 15, p. 503.

1777, July 1. Case, Joshua, of Roxbury, Morris Ce.; will of. Wife,
Elizabeth, the use of all my estate, to support my children till they
are of age. Lands tv be sold after wife's decease, and money given
to sons, Joshua, Joseyh, Samuel and John, and they ;0 pay to my son,
Auguston, £10, and tc Phinias Case, 5 shillings, whea they are of age.
Daughters, Rhoda, Stsanah and Sarah, moveable estate. Executors—
sons, Joshua, Josepl and Samuel. Witnesses—Nithaniel Condict,
Silas Jennings. Proved Aug. 16, 1777. Lib. 19, p. 138.

1777, June 21. Casey, James, of Penns Neck, Salen Co. Int. Adm'x
—Naomi Casey, wicow. Fellowbondsmen—Nichoas Jenkins and
William Wright, yeonen; all of Lower Penns Neck, said Co.

1777, June 18. Inventory, £175.11.1, made by Wiliam Wright and
Nicholas Jenkins. Lib. 18, p. 606.

Providing for Eva Catharina and the Next Generation

This published abstract of Anthony Case’s will, dated May 20, 1769, records
his provision for Eva Catharina during her lifetime and the later distribution

of his estate among their children. A codicil addresses grandchildren’s
inheritance. The will was proved on December 11, 1772.

42

Together, Anthony and Eva Catharina raised children across
two continents and created a home from which later generations
would grow. The survival of so many records allows us to see
something of how that foundation was built—and how they
intended to preserve it for their family.

CARRY AWAY

HAVE THE COURAGE TO CHANGE DIRECTION—AND THE
RESILIENCE TO BUILD A HOME WHEREVER LIFE TAKES YOU.

BIERBAUM/DUBRAUCKE > KAES/CASE > YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL
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ST. MICHAEL’S AND ZION CHURCH. 07

1754.

1, Johann Caspar Jaeger and Marin Johanna Cress.
8. Johanne: Steinmetz and Aonna Maria Leben.

I Johann Michael Gebhard and Cath. Halermehil.
January 14, John Hastings and Grace Stakhouse,
Junuary 15, Phillp St2uber and Margaret Hallebrand.
Jannary 20, JohannJacob Oxenreatner and Mar, Barb, Hofsmess,
January 22, Johannes Binder and Eliz. Bendor.
January 28, Robert Serjeant and Mary Willinmson, L.
January 29, Andreas Pundter and Maria Wirt.
Febriaary 1, Michael Schmidt and Mary DBuarke, T..
February 6, Thomas Schilmor and Barbara Reinhardt.
Februury 20, Robert Spence and Mary Roval.
February 21, Willinm Foster and Margaretha Barben.

Mureh 2 Michael Robinson and Jenny Cammel,

March 5, Johnnn Christopher Beyer and An. Apollonin Koeh-
ler.

March 5, Antony Gabriel and An. Maria Senoide.

March 12, George Scheppord and Mary Ekin.

March 24, Johann Michael Kerner and An. Maria Herrman.

Mareh 25, Johannes Betinger and Roalna Sclimide.

Mareh 27, Michael Lentz and Christina Sophia Wistenloven.

Mareh 80, John Bucker and Elizabeth Couch, L.

April 15, Juacob Heine and Annn Haus.

April 21, Johanne:s Jacob and Anna Cath, Hahn, wid.

April 22, Andreas Fuegner and Sophin Agathin Exlers.

April 28, Johann Eeinrieh Riek and Susanna Mar. Mohg, wid,

Dlay 4, Mlchael Stumier wnd Poiiipplos el

Moy 5, Mobert Laborn and Elizabeth Kox,

May 19, Johannes Cappel and Susanna Walter.

My 19, Samuel Turner and Maria Moor.

May o), Johanne:s Schnell and Margaretha Bichlar,

May 20, Johann Gebrge Beck and Ursula Cath, Grant.,

Muny 27, John Cosein and Nanny Rambo,

June 2, Jacobus Vanoston and Rachel Jones.

Jiinog 2, Willinm Nepton and Rebecea Davis. :

Junae 3, Peter Schmith and Margaretha Reidehaas, L.

June 3, Jacob Elrenzeller and Anna Henck.

June G, Joh. Jac. Behiner and An. Margr. Blom.

Jualy O, Aiolmel Deie and Anna Soephin 01:1:.

July 13, Joseph Bowne and Mary Wivel.

July 14, Johann Leonhard Keiser and An. Cath. Ammon.

July 17, Richard Xuly and Margaret Bar.

July 18, Johann Diederich Sauner and Hedwig Blom.

Marriage record — January 1, 1754

Establishes them as a couple and preserves their names as Johann Caspar Jaeger and Maria
Johanna Cress.

Johann Caspar “Casper” Yeager

Maria Johanna “Hannah” Cress Yeager

MAY 28, 1731 - SEPTEMBER 23, 1782
ABOUT 1731 - JULY 31, 1792

Aol Git-Girforent
MASTER COOPER AND THE FAMILY THEY BUILT

Johann Caspar “Casper” Yeager and Maria Johanna
“Hannah” Cress established their family in colonial
Philadelphia during a period of extraordinary growth

and change. Their lives joined skilled craftsmanship,
immigration, faith, and family—creating a foundation that

would carry opportunity forward to later generations.

Maria Johanna was born about 1731, probably in Germany.
A family record preserved among the Revolutionary War
pension papers of their son Henry states that she came

to America in 1741. If the date is accurate, she crossed

the Atlantic at approximately ten years old. She therefore
experienced immigration not as an adult making an
independent decision, but as a child whose future was
carried across the ocean and placed within Philadelphia’s
growing German community.

Casper was also born about 1731. His surname appears in
surviving records in several forms, including Jaeger, Jager,
Jeger, and Yeager. Research connects his family to Johannes
Jager and Anna Maria Kaes, whose ancestry reaches back
to Anthony and Eva Catharina Kaes, early German settlers
in New Jersey. This connection places Casper within a
family story that had already crossed the Atlantic and
begun establishing roots in America.

On January 1, 1754, Johann Caspar Jaeger and Maria
Johanna Cress were married at St. Michael’s and Zion
Lutheran Church in Philadelphia. Their marriage record
survives among the church’s compiled registers. St.
Michael’s served the city’s large German-speaking Lutheran
population and became an important center of religious

and community life.

Casper earned his living as a cooper, a skilled craftsman
who made and repaired the wooden barrels, casks,

tubs, and other containers essential to an eighteenth-
century port city. Barrels carried flour, grain, salted meat,
beverages, and imported and exported goods. A capable
cooper therefore contributed directly to the commercial
infrastructure that sustained Philadelphia’s households,
shops, wharves, and expanding Atlantic trade.

The family lived in Philadelphia, where surviving records
identify Casper as a “cooper of this city” His work required
physical strength, accuracy, patience, and a practiced
understanding of wood and iron. Each vessel had to be
shaped so that its individual pieces worked together and
held securely without leaking. His trade provided more
than an occupation: it helped create the stability upon
which he and Hannah could build their family.

CRESS > YEAGER > YOUNG » KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL
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A certified copy of the Yeager family record names eight
children born during their marriage. Among them were
Rebecca, born February 16, 1761, and Henry, born March 15,
1763. The document is especially valuable because it connects
the couple, Casper’s occupation, Hannah’s immigration, their
marriage, and the births of their children within one surviving
family record.

As their children grew, the American Revolution transformed
Philadelphia and the lives of the people living there. Their
son Henry served while still young as a drummer in the
Continental Army. Drummers did far more than provide
music. Their signals communicated commands amid

the confusion of camp, drill, and battle, making them an
important part of military organization.

Their daughter Rebecca would later marry Marcus Young, a
Revolutionary War fifer, at the same church where her parents
had married thirty years earlier. Through Henry and Marcus,
music became an unexpected thread connecting the Yeager
household to the struggle for American independence: one

son carried the drum, while a future son-in-law carried the

fife.

Casper died on September 23, 1782, before the final

peace formally ended the Revolution. Hannah survived

the demanding years in which they had established their
household, raised their children, and watched war reach the
streets and families of Philadelphia. His burial place has not
been identified.

Casper’s craftsmanship provided the structure, but the life
they created was shaped by both husband and wife. Hannah
brought her own immigrant experience, resilience, faith, and
influence on the partnership. Together, they built something
larger than a successful trade or a single household. They
created a strong and diversified family foundation—one
capable of carrying opportunity, service, and perseverance into
future generations.

Their story is not one of wealth, political power, or

public prominence. It is the story of skilled hands, shared
responsibility, and a family strengthened piece by piece. Like
the vessels Casper fashioned in his cooperage, their household
endured because its individual parts were carefully shaped and
securely joined.

CARRY AWAY

DON’T BE AFRAID TO GET YOUR HANDS DIRTY. BUILD
A LIFE STRONG ENOUGH TO CARRY OPPORTUNITY
FORWARD FOR THOSE WHO FOLLOW.
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St. Michael’s church register

Places the family within Philadelphia’s German Lutheran community. The entry near the bottom of the left page appears to read “Johann Caspar
Jager,” age 31. That places him within the congregation around 1761 and supports a birth year of approximately 1730.
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47

12



Chapter Six | Complete v45 layout option | 20 October 2026

Book pages 48-49

48

First page of Henry Yeager’s Revolutionary War pension
declaration, 1833. Henry—the son of Caspar Yeager and Hannah
Cress and brother of Rebecca Yeager—recounted his service as a
young Continental Army drummer. His pension file preserved the
Yeager family record documenting his parents’ marriage and the
births of their children.

Certified copy of the Yeager family record, preserved with Henry
Yeager’s Revolutionary War pension papers. It records Hannah’s
immigration, her marriage to Philadelphia cooper Caspar Yeager, and
the births of their children, including Rebecca and Henry.

CRESS > YEAGER > YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL
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Moravian cemetery memorial

This memorial marks the resting place of Moravians whose remains were
moved from Lancaster’s Prince Street Cemetery in April 1917. Markus and
Anna Christina Jung were among those whose names were preserved in the
Moravian Church Archives.

Markus Jung (Young) & Anna Christina Wolfskehl

SEPTEMBER 20, 1705 - SEPTEMBER 9, 1796

APRIL 3, 1728 - OCTOBER 4, 1804

THE BEGINNING OF THE YOUNG FAMILY IN AMERICA

Every American chapter of the Young family begins

with the journeys of Markus Jung and Anna Christina
Wolfskehl. Both were born in Hiiffelsheim in the German
Palatinate, but they crossed the Atlantic at different
moments and under different circumstances. Their
marriage in Pennsylvania united two families from the
same German community and established the foundation
upon which succeeding generations would build.

Markus Jung was born on September 20, 1705, and
baptized one week later in the Lutheran church at
Hiiffelsheim. He was the son of Johannes Jacob Jung and
Maria von Kortryk and grew up during a period marked
by economic hardship, political uncertainty, religious
tensions, and the lingering effects of repeated European

wars.

In 1732, at approximately twenty-seven years of age,
Markus left Germany for colonial Pennsylvania. The
voyage required him to leave behind his parents, relatives,
friends, and the familiar landscape of his childhood, most
likely knowing that he would never see them again. The
Atlantic crossing may have lasted six to eight weeks under
crowded and difficult conditions, with no certainty about

what awaited him on the other side.

The surviving evidence strongly supports Markus’s
identification as the immigrant who arrived in Philadelphia
aboard the Judith in September 1732. His name appears in
Pennsylvania German Pioneers among the passengers who
took the required Oath of Allegiance before the Governor
of Pennsylvania on September 25. The ship’s arrival was
also announced in a contemporary Philadelphia newspaper
printed by Benjamin Franklin, preserving the historic
moment when another vessel carrying German immigrants

reached Pennsylvania.

German church registers, immigration records, tax lists,
census schedules, probate documents, and family records
together provide compelling evidence that the passenger
aboard the Judith and the later Lancaster resident were the
same man, Markus Jung.

Anna Christina Wolfskehl was born in Hiiffelsheim on
April 3, 1728. She was the daughter of Johann Georg
Wolfskehl and Anna Margaretha Schmid. The Jung

and Wolfskehl families shared roots in the same small
Rhineland community, making it possible that the families

knew one another before either crossed the Atlantic.

Anna Christina’s family followed Markus to Pennsylvania
approximately a decade later. Her parents arrived aboard
the Loyal Judith in 1742, part of the continuing migration
of German-speaking families from the Rhineland to
William Penn’s colony. Anna Christina was about twenty
years old when she began her new life in America.

WOLFSKEHL > YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL
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The ship Loyal Judith arrived in Philadelphia on
September 25, 1732, carrying 115 Palatine
immigrants from Rotterdam via Cowes, England,
under the command of Captain Robert Turpin.

Details of the Loyal Judith's Voyage
_ o _ Lenard Losts 25
The Loyal Judith played a significant role in early

immigration to Pennsylvania. Johann Michell Albert 20

» Departure — The Loyal Judith sailed from

Rotterdam, Netherlands, making a stop in MHI'CUS YOIlg 23
Cowes, England before reaching Philadelphia.
» Passenger Count — It carried 115 Palatine Ch['lStlﬁI'l Kym 32
immigrants, along with their families, totaling a
larger group upon arrival. Mathew YOﬂg 2]
» Captain — The ship was commanded by
Captain Robert Turpin, who oversaw the Fredrick Sheaver 19

| S}

journey from Europe to America.

The Loyal Judith, commanded by Captain Robert Turpin, arrived in Philadelphia from Rotterdam by way of Cowes, England, on September 25,
1732, carrying Palatine immigrants seeking new lives in colonial Pennsylvania. The 1732 passenger list for the Loyal Judith records twenty-three-year-
old “Marcus Yong” and twenty-one-year-old “Mathew Yong,” the brothers later known as Markus and Mathias Jung. Their arrival in Philadelphia marked
the beginning of the Young family’s American story. The Loyal Judith arrived in Philadelphia in September 1732 carrying German immigrants, including Markus Jung. Above is the announcement published
in the Pennsylvania Gazette on September 18, 1732. Below is a modern illustration of the type of square-rigged vessel that crossed the Atlantic during this
period. No contemporary image of the Loyal Judith is known to exist.
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On February 26, 1745, Markus and Anna Christina married

in the Moravian community of Lititz in Lancaster County.
Their marriage reunited two family lines from Hiiffelsheim and
marked the beginning of the American Young family. Together
they established a home and raised a large family in one of
colonial Pennsylvania’s flourishing German communities.

Over time, their surname gradually evolved from the German
Jung to the English Young as succeeding generations became
increasingly integrated into English-speaking society.

Records describe Markus as both a blacksmith and a
merchant—occupations that placed him near the center of
everyday life in eighteenth-century Lancaster. A blacksmith’s
forge was indispensable to a growing community, producing
and repairing tools, horseshoes, wagon hardware, farming
equipment, and countless other necessities. His work as a
merchant further connected him with neighbors and customers
throughout the area.

Anna Christina’s contributions were recorded less directly, as
was true for most women of her time. Her days would have
been devoted to the demanding responsibilities of maintaining
a household, preparing and preserving food, making and
repairing clothing, raising children, and carrying familiar
customs into an unfamiliar country. Although this work seldom
appeared in tax lists or public records, it was equally essential to
the family’s security and success.

By 1772, tax records show that Markus owned a house, acreage,
livestock, and a horse, evidence that decades of labor had
produced a measure of stability and prosperity. Their property
on King Street placed the family in the heart of Lancaster during
one of the most transformative periods in American history.

Markus and Anna Christina arrived as subjects of the British
Crown and lived long enough to see Pennsylvania become one
of the founding states of the United States. Their son Mark
Young served as a fifer in the Pennsylvania militia during the
Revolutionary War and was later recognized for his service
through Pennsylvania’s Donation Land program. Less than fifty
years after Markus crossed the Atlantic, the family he and Anna
Christina had established was helping to defend the country that
had become their home.

In 1794, at nearly ninety years of age, Markus carefully prepared
his will. The document reveals a thoughtful husband and father
determined to provide for Anna Christina while ensuring that
the property and security they had built together would pass

to their children. Markus died in Lancaster on September 9,
1796, and his passing was noted in the local newspaper. Anna
Christina survived him by eight years, dying on October 4, 1804.

Their greatest achievement was not the property they
accumulated or the estate they left behind. It was the family
they created together. Their descendants became Revolutionary
War patriots, master blacksmiths, carriage builders, inventors,
craftsmen, merchants, business owners, and community leaders.

Markus had the courage to cross an ocean and begin again.
Anna Christina helped transform that beginning into a family
capable of enduring for generations. Nearly three centuries later,
their legacy survives in both the historical records and the lives
that followed. Every Young family chapter in America begins
with them.

CARRY AWAY

BUILD SOMETHING THAT WILL OUTLIVE YOU.

Markus and Anna Christina carried skills, traditions,
character, and family connections from one world into
another. Through craft and commerce, they transformed
an uncertain beginning into a lasting foundation. The most
enduring exchange is not measured only in goods, but

in what we teach, preserve, and build with others—the
inheritance upon which generations create lives of their
own.
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17680, Aug. 11,
1745, April 21,
1778, Feb. 1%,
1762, Dec. 15,
1776, Aung. 24,
1544, Maraol 17,
1784, Nov. 1f,
1784, Nov. 1,
1778, Aung. 2,
1770, Oet. 25
1762, Foh. 2%,
1770, Dec, 4y
1780, April 24,
1765, Oet. E,
1798, Aug. I,
17846, Oct. 1%,
1773, Nov. 53
1744, June 24
1744, June 2

1744, —
17846, May 1,
17684, Do, 45

1774, Juna 1%
1784, D, 10,
1764, July 25,
1745, Mareh 1%,
1747, Dee. G,
1751, Jun. i
1747, Dwec. 1;
ATTZ, SSoag. =20,
1745, Aug. 1i,
1744, June 24
1778, Oet. 18,
17458, Aug. 1§,
1747, Nov. 26,
1771, July B,

1745, Dec. 20,
1778, Junea L
17456, Feb, 2%,
1751, Jan. H,
1770, Ot 25,
1705, Moy 2%,
17456, Aug. 2L
1770, Nov. 2(,
1766, March (,

Marriage register

The Lancaster Moravian marriage register records the marriage of Marcus Jung and Anna Christina

MARRIAGE REGISTER.

Gross, Heinrvieh., and A, Mo Spanseilor.

Grross, Bimon, and Veronn Mayor.

Grobe, Bernbhard Adoam, and Sacvah Eberhaed.

Gutiahr, Anna Johanna, and Gottlieb Masslich.

Gutinhr. Catharine, and Johs Henry Rauch.

Guthjahe, Joh. Christ, and Marg. Roesner.

Gutmann, Rosinn Wilhelming, and John Phillips.

Habbeokor, Ilaniel, and Susmnn Bender.

Iall, James, and Anna Maria Fischer.

Hall, James, and Elizaboeth Eanlkloeser.

Haller, Charvlotte, and Josepl Bualitsehex.

Haller, Elizabeth, and Elias Floz.

Hansceh, Nathanael, and Aagdaling Kohl.

Huprdt, Philip, and Doroth. Fhormann,

Huaorry, Isane Renubus, and Aune Cdln.

Harry, Isanc Renatus, and Barbara Feis ser.

Hartoflel, Louise, and Georg Rathrook.

Hauk, Eva, and Friedrich Berling.

Hauk, Marie Ells., and Danil Zacharia.

Hayer, Fredervick, and Margaret Schimoker.

Hehl, Matthaeus Loeonhard, and Susanne Kohl.

Hell, Catherine, and Conrad Westhiifer.

Herbach, Jullannn, nmd Petar Christ.

Hesslor, John Willinm, and AMary Magdalene Kihler.

Heyne, Christopher, and Anva Regina Steinman.

i, Gottliebh, and Anne Masin Wetterich.

Hilton, David, and Elizabet]l Eib.

Hopson, John, and A, Margmethn Jung.

Hubwer, Joucob, and Magdalens Brechthihl.,

IXnabrce , s oo, mand OQLiiatioen Moy,

Humpkin, Iosing, and Michael Huvelo.

Huppert, Adam, and Maria Cath. Kohnts.

Hieatand, Abrabam, and Ellabeth Weihbrecht.

Huvele, Michael, nnd IRosine Humpkin.

Huy, Paulus, and Susannn Ulricls.

Jacob (otherwise Arvy) nnd Marvgarvet Christlen,
Mulnttoes,

Jesrong, Georg Dan, and C. Zentzin.

Jueckenech, Mary, and Georg: Koch.

Jungg, Marcens, and Anne Christine Wolfskehl.

Jung, A Marvgoareetha, and Johmn ITopson.,

Kulklnosar, TWlivnhath, and Tomos TTall

Kapp, Michnol, nnd Cathoaritm Bandon.

Kelaselman, Michaol, and Murg. Fronsoh.

Kiesel, Anna Maria, and Wiliam Werner.

Kiesel, Frederick, and Verorica T.aouthold,

Wolfskehl on February 26, 1745, formally joining two German immigrant families in colonial

Pennsylvania.
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. ' 9th Beptemter, Morews JuAg, born sf Hisselsheim, in the Pala-

tinats, om¢- hour from Krensensch, Beptember 20, 1705. His
trade was that of s biscksmith, bot here in Lancaster for many
‘yours be bllowed the mercantile business. Tn the year 1743 be
came & sicond time to this country, and then on January 26
1745 mlﬁnkdtoﬂuhthl,honwm’nqhdmn’
ehildren, ive sons and two daughters, of whom four sons, as
children, predecensed him. .One son and two -daughters still sur
vive, vis.: (1) Matthaeus, residing here in Lancaster, born Juns
24, 1748. (2) Catharina, residing here in Lancaster, and mar-
Mh&oﬂmnﬂnﬂ,fmrwhm,whoﬁhdspm
(3) Anna Maria, born March 18, 1758; marrisd to Johannes
Graft, the hatter here in Lancaster,

Moravian biographical record

Moravian records preserve a remarkably detailed account of Markus
Jung’s life, identifying him as a trained blacksmith who later spent
many years in Lancaster’s mercantile business. The entry records his
birth on September 20, 1705, his return to America in 1743, his 1745
marriage to Anna Christina Wolfskehl, their seven children, and his
death on September 9, 1796.

A Correfpondent recommends the following ticket

to the Elec¢tors of Lancalter county, at their
next General Ele&ion.

Gangny’:.
Alexander Scott.
Governor,
Thomas Mifllin.
Senataor,
Marthias Barton.
Afembly.
John Hopkins,
Parterfon Bell,
Richard- Keys,
Peter Martin,
John Baufman,
Samuel Boyd.
Died on Friday laft in the 91ft year of his age
My. Marcus Young of this borough.
Alfo on Monday mierning laft in his 69th year
Mr. Martin Lauman of this Borough—and Mrs.

{-Ia:nah Harvey of the Eaftern Shore of Mary-
and.

Newspaper death notice

A Lancaster newspaper reported the death of “Mr. Marcus Young

of this borough” in the ninety-first year of his age. The brief
announcement provides contemporary public recognition of the
immigrant, craftsman, merchant, husband, and father who had made
Lancaster his home.
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Marcus (Mark) Young (Jung)

. 1755 - OCTOBER 25, 1839

V%/WW%

A REVOLUTIONARY WAR PATRIOT

Marcus (often recorded as Mark) Jung, whose surname
gradually became Young, was born about 1755 in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the son of German immigrants
Markus Jung and Anna Christina Wolfskehl. His parents
had crossed the Atlantic seeking opportunity and a new
beginning, and Marcus belonged to the first generation

of the Young family raised in America. Growing up in
colonial Pennsylvania, he witnessed the growing tensions
between Great Britain and its colonies and came of age as
the movement toward independence gathered strength.

When the American Revolution reached Pennsylvania,
Marcus answered the call to serve. Military records identify
him as a fifer in Captain Elijah Weed’s Company of the
Second Regiment of Philadelphia County Militia, with

his appointment dated August 10, 1780. Although fifers
did not typically carry muskets into battle, they occupied
one of the most essential positions within an eighteenth-
century military unit. Their music communicated
battlefield commands, regulated marches, maintained
camp discipline, and inspired soldiers during battle. In an
era before radios or modern communications, the sound
of the fife carried orders where a commander’s voice could

not.

WOLFSKEHL - YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL
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Marcus faithfully served for more than twelve months
during multiple campaigns in New Jersey. According

to his sworn pension testimony, he marched with
American forces through Trenton, Princeton, Brunswick,
Elizabethtown Point, Burlington, and Morristown while
serving under several Philadelphia militia officers. Like
thousands of ordinary patriots, he endured the hardships
of military life not for fame or recognition but because he
believed his young country was worth defending.

AsSsSOoCIATORS AND MiILITIA.

2 4

T "

-
VoL. / PP. Ir(-? /

Revolutionary War service card for “Marks Young,” a period rendering of Marcus Young’s name, identifying his service as a fifer with Pennsylvania

forces.
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altera = | Private 43 33 120 90 | Penn. militia March 6, 1834 do i
%:ei:.tﬂ. Wilsanyn - HBM“.\HIH 96 00 | 1598 49 | Continental navy }u?ﬂ 1:' :g M,I.NI:‘L 1823 | 78 ﬁll‘th I&;f:f:c!iﬂd it
i - d o - ore
Robt M. Wilson, 2d - do 106 00 o uly 15, mmi’:
Henry Youn = | Private 36 66 109 98 | Pann. militia Dee. 13,1832 | March 4,1831 | 79
G:orrg'u ‘ignki - | Pricav.B| 80 00| 240 00 | Pulaski's legion Aug. 26,1831 do 78
infantry T
Marks Young - | Fifer 44 00 | 132 00 | Penn. militia Aug. 27,1833 | _ do 79 e
Statement, &c. of Pike county, Pennsylvaniua.
Itank. | Annual | Sums re- |  Deseription of | When placed (Commencemant Laws under which they were for-
WAMES, allow. | oeived, sATVICE, on the pen- of pension. E’ merly inseribed on the pension
AN, sion roll. - roll; and remarks,
welt Brodhead - | Ser. & 60 00 180 00 | N. Jersey militia Mar, 25, ‘EE%E Mar. 4, 1831 | 78
Eq'::m Cook - . l"ri'm.tup'lr 46 66 03 52 | Mass, continental | Mar, 27, 1833 do 75
william Cox - - do 57 09 171 97 | N. Jersey militia | Mar. 28, 1833 do 83
Gabriel Cary - . dn 26 06 TH 985 do May 9, 1833 do 80
John Coclbaugh - do 43 33 129 99 | N. J. Smte Nov, 23, 1&!3 da 74
Anpdrew Dinyman = da B0 00 200 00 | M. J. militia Irec. 12, 1833 do 81
Stephen Emerson - | Pri.art. &
. dragoon | 39 00 117 00 | Conn. militia Mar, 23, 1833 do 81
Samusl Helm - = | Privale 80 00 240 00 | Indian spy Dee, 8, 1832 do 74
David Johnston « | Pri. & for-
ogemas, | 83 33 208 32 | M. Jorsey militia July 11, 1833 do 70
Henry C. T, Middough | Privare 80 00 240 00 | Pann, militia May 20, 1834 do 80
Jabez Rockwell - | Pr.&kfifer] 59 40 178 20 | Conn. State troops | Mar, 19, 1833 do 73
Barunrdiuns Swartwood | Privale 80 0u 160 00 | Peon. militia Mar, 27, 1833 do 74
Bamus: Vangorder - do 0 0o 90 00 do Feb, 23, 1832 do &l
Benjamin Vanaken . da 20 L0 60 00 do Nov, 23, 1853 do TH
Gidenn Westhronk - do 36 67 91 &7 | M. Y. mililia Oct. 31, 1833 ilo T3
et = et rm— == — s T WY e
Supporting military or pension record

Official pension records recognized Marcus Young’s Revolutionary War service and preserved the experiences of a young musician serving in the struggle for

American independence.
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Following the war, Marcus married Rebecca Jaeger on
January 15, 1784, at St. Michael’s and Zion Church in
Philadelphia. Their marriage took place only months after
the Treaty of Paris officially ended the Revolutionary War,
making them among the first generation to begin married
life in the newly independent United States.

Together Marcus and Rebecca raised a large family whose
lives reflected the growth of early Pennsylvania. Their
children included Jacob Young, my direct ancestor, along
with Mark, Isaac, Abraham, Rebecca, Mary, Elizabeth,
Catharine, and Margaret. Through these children, the
Young family established deep roots that would extend

across generations.

During Marcus’s lifetime, the family surname gradually
evolved from its original German form, Jung, to the
Anglicized Young. Like many Pennsylvania German
families, this change reflected both assimilation into an
English-speaking nation and a desire to embrace the
opportunities of a new country while preserving their
heritage.

Marcus lived during one of the most remarkable periods
in American history. Born while Pennsylvania was still a
British colony, he witnessed the American Revolution, the
adoption of the United States Constitution, the election
of George Washington as the nation’s first president, and
Philadelphia’s emergence as one of America’s leading

political, commercial, and manufacturing centers. Over

the course of more than eight decades, he watched a fragile

experiment in self-government become a thriving republic.

Marcus died in Philadelphia on October 25, 1839, at
approximately eighty-five years of age and was buried

in Ronaldson’s Philadelphia Cemetery. Contemporary
newspapers remembered him simply as “one of the
Revolutionary soldiers.” Few words could better
summarize a life of quiet service to a nation whose birth
he helped secure.

Looking back today, Marcus stands among the earliest
roots of our American family. As the son of German
immigrants, he belonged to the first generation of the
Young family raised in America. He defended his adopted
homeland during its struggle for independence and helped
establish a family whose descendants would become
blacksmiths, carriage builders, inventors, undertakers,
craftsmen, and respected members of their Philadelphia
communities. His life reminds us that the story of America
was not written only by famous names found in history
books, but also by ordinary men and women whose
courage, perseverance, and devotion quietly shaped the
nation from one generation to the next. Every generation
that followed—including my own—can trace part of its
American story to this Revolutionary patriot whose service
continues to echo across nearly two and a half centuries.

CARRY AWAY

ANSWER THE CALL WHEN DUTY ASKS. WE MAY
NEVER KNOW HOW OUR CONTRIBUTIONS WILL BE
REMEMBERED, BUT FAITHFUL SERVICE CAN WHISTLE
A TUNE ACROSS GENERATIONS.

In 1832, Marcus Young appeared before the Court of
Common Pleas in Philadelphia to seek a pension for his
Revolutionary War service. The surviving declaration
records his testimony in his own words. Two pages from the
original document are reproduced here, with a readable
transcription.
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Ronaldson’s Philadelphia Cemetery register records Mark Young in October 1839, aged eighty-six, with “debility” entered as the cause.
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Marcus Young’s Revolutionary War Pension Declaration
Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas - October 27, 1832

Transcribed from the original Revolutionary War pension declaration to
preserve Marcus Young’s own words while improving readability.
Source: National Archives, U.S. Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty-

Land Warrant Application Files, 1800-1900, Pension Application of Mark
(Marks) Young, October 1832, pp. 93-94.

Markus (Mark) Young (Jung)
1755 (Philadelphia) — October 25, 1839 (Philadelphia)

U.S. Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty Land Warrant Application Files, 1800
1900

Page 93 of 1101
City of Philadelphia
State of Pennsylvania

On this twenty-seventh day of October personally appeared in open court, before

the Court of Common Pleas now sitting, Marks Young, a resident of the City of Phila-

delphia, State of Pennsylvania, aged 77 years, who, being first duly sworn according
oo

‘ Uy A aortey o Pt 1 to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit
@uwu%n/y’um& s ghon f-.«,a—/.i/‘..'f;? Cosr Z e
oo ST st Tgoninp < o Mhuiteit ap s g Dol of the Act of Congress passed June 7, 1832.

A r”‘é}wa Loarsia, it = gy lpass. Fitde el Viart Micp isisrsnt
A zrﬁs,—@.,trﬁ ‘ff.; :J/a/».‘{nm mﬁm’fu.‘n el n i

aceorolin

Y e ‘"W’/’XT’/‘*“*Y‘_‘//‘W“"V"”?’"q That he entered the service in the militia as a fifer in the company of Captain Leib,

d‘:f?f/%‘& alegfsfeaC

ey Yemmopdoanis

Tyl it e dinonios ou HETRLLT vt ffors i T oo 28 . ) '
.@;f.ﬁ,z.%_g:?ﬁj,@w”sMF@;;:;W,::; Lieutenant Caspar Lawuer, and Anthony Leigner, under Colonel Dickerson. He
iderson, imsetsD 15 FariToe, toar oWa oK) 7o T g, SO Ttk . .

7 o eiTor, Phnsrss eih b B Eigorl Bl o, Coocnrns) st Pfsnitticn foce marched to Trenton and was attached to the regiment that marched to Princeton,

Hons we derisecte ‘-:‘AF;M' ,j““;';’i Foe Dol i W,}u.‘zzf*“' vl
TRyt Ak o % bk bl T b e e Brunswick, and Elizabethtown. They encamped at Elizabethtown Point, where he

Bt BT Franiline en Hssl iy, dur Coedaihoment tng drilanic oas B Sumnste
g .\,‘#%f» Z

g TN Sl e T Mk e ] served out a tour of duty of two months, returned to the city, and was discharged.
P Ihaa(ﬁlnn.'.&«f:;l‘!‘: a iﬁ/sr ¢y cn-.»oﬂ'::a;rn, as af T steichings

D) ATintens o aflaio o T T deerston: CA B
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Shortly afterward he entered as a fifer in the company of Captain Gowan (as he be-

Geges o 1o ’

e onser . Lo it T et g . . . .
;{;;s}j}éj;;mw ﬁsmf;%f%gfzwwa%’ lieves), Lieutenant Sowan, and Seighner. They marched to Bristol and from there to
o Mefiners aw?d situch o S pil hay cletilianges,

o ot o G s i e P 2o e Trenton, New Jersey. Their detachment was ordered to guard the baggage wagons
é}ﬁ@ﬁi”#}}:%*dm“;z%d /: at Burlington. After General Washington’s attack on the British at Princeton, they

R ot proceeded to Morristown, then headquarters. This was a cold winter campaign. He

was afterward discharged and returned home.
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Golll Bag T Hrag) Augior e Cott ,2:, e : 5 .
e e e
totrrn an, enclaoe X *, Py

i7" 4
3%y il e m! He afterward served another tour of duty under Captain Elijah Weed and performed
foiinc [P Loty st 5T o s i it : . . :

a_:,,;.;;‘“r.g:aj’ﬁf“;ﬁ%éé}fi’i,ﬁf‘:?f;{g;w Mot duty in the city for a time, then marched into New Jersey and served at least three
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He was engaged in service as a fifer for more than twelve months in different compa- U.S. Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty Land Warrant Application Files, 1800-
nies and detachments. 1900

He has no discharge or other papers, all having been worn out or lost. He has never Page 94 of 1101

been inscribed on any pension list nor received any emolument from the State or the City of Philadelphia

United States except his monthly pay in old Continental money. State of P vani
ate of Pennsylvania

He now rests his claim upon the bounty of Congress. . . o .
Personally appeared in open court, now sitting, Marks Young, the within applicant,

who, being again duly sworn according to law, declared:
He was born in the City of Philadelphia, where he has always resided. That his first tour of duty was in 1776.

Sworn and subscribed this 29th day of October, 1832.

He knew Colonel Will, Colonel Benjamin Arndt, Major Carr, and Colonel Proctor.

His second tour was during the winter of 1776-1777, during which he served a full

: - two months.
o — gé;@;’/}m.ﬂwﬁ/ s
7 APV o sy i St T e At the same time personally appeared in open court Christopher Souder, who, being o et 1 "’“"ts’/‘ Loty sffsmcs i s oo Afterward he performed volunteer city duty under Captain Davis and Colonel Hub-
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(No answer recorded.)

3. Where were you living when called into service?

Answer: In the City of Philadelphia, where | now live and have lived ever since.

4. How were you called into service? Were you drafted, did you volunteer, or were
you a substitute? If a substitute, for whom?

Answer: | volunteered under Captain Leib. | afterward served as a substitute for Peter
Dickert.

5. State the names of some general officers under whom you served.

Answer: Colonel Will, Colonel Arndt, Major Carr, Colonel Proctor, and Governor
McKean.

6. Did you ever receive a discharge, and by whom was it given?
Answer: | was discharged, as others were, verbally at the end of each term of service.

7. State the names of persons in your present neighborhood who are known to your
character for veracity and who can testify to your Revolutionary War service.

Answer: Thomas Cooper and John Topham [readings uncertain].
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Original court certification, 1832-1833.
Uncertain transcription readings are shown in
brackets.

We Thomas Cooper & John Topham — residing in the City of Philadelphia, hereby
certify, that we are well acquainted with Marks Young, who has sworn and subscribed
to the within Declaration, that we believe him 77 years of age. That he is reputed
and believed in the Neighbourhood where he resides, to have been a soldier of the
Revolution, and that we concur in that opinion.

Tho. Cooper

John Topham

Sworn and subscribed the day and year above written — in open Court.
F. A. Staybold [reading uncertain], prothonotary [abbreviated].

And the said Court do hereby declare their opinion, after the investigation of the
matter and after putting the interrogatories prescribed by the War Department, that
the above named applicant was a revolutionary soldier, and served as he states, and
the Court further certifies that it appears to them that Thomas Cooper and John To-
pham, that have signed the preceding Certificate, are residents of the City of Phila-
delphia and are credible persons, and that their statement is entitled to credit.

Edward King

| Richard Palmer Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas Do hereby certify, that the

foregoing contains the original proceedings of the said Court, in the matter of the
application of Marks Young for a pension.

In Testimony whereof | have hereunto set my hand and seal of office this 27 day of
April 1833.

R. Palmer [signature reading uncertain]
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More than half a century after the guns of the Revolution
fell silent, Marcus stood before the Philadelphia Court of
Common Pleas to tell the story of his military service. At
seventy-seven years of age, he raised his hand, took an oath,
and recounted the marches, officers, and campaigns of a
young fifer who had answered his country’s call decades
earlier. Time had claimed his written discharges, but it had
not erased his memory.

Marcus did not stand alone. Fellow Revolutionary War
veteran Christopher Souder appeared before the court

and swore that he had marched beside Marcus during two
campaigns. He confirmed Marcus’s service as a fifer and
affirmed the truth of his testimony. More than half a century
after the war, one aging soldier stood for another, placing his
own reputation behind the man he had served with. It was
an act of honor between comrades who understood that the
truth deserved a witness.

Their sworn testimony convinced the court. In 1833,
Congress approved Marcus’s Revolutionary War pension,
formally recognizing the service of an ordinary citizen
whose contribution had helped secure American
independence. The pension itself was modest, but the
recognition carried a deeper meaning. It affirmed that
neither Marcus nor the sacrifices of his generation had been
forgotten.
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The drum and fife symbolize Rebecca’s brother Henry Yeager, a Revolutionary War drummer, and her husband Marcus Young,
a fifer.

Rebecca Jaeger Young

MARCH 18, 1761 - NOVEMBER 25, 1839

A FOUNDATION FOR GENERATIONS

Rebecca Jaeger was born on March 18, 1761, in
Philadelphia, making her a true daughter of colonial
Pennsylvania. She spent her childhood as tensions
between Great Britain and the American colonies
steadily intensified and came of age during the American

Revolution.

On January 15, 1784, she married Marcus (Mark) Jung,
a Revolutionary War veteran, at St. Michael’s and Zion
Church in Philadelphia. Their marriage followed only
months after the signing of the Treaty of Paris, placing
them among the first generation to begin married life in
the newly established United States.

Together Marcus and Rebecca built a home centered

on faith, family, and hard work. They raised a large
family whose descendants would leave a lasting mark on
Philadelphia. Their son Jacob Young became a respected
blacksmith, while their grandson Edmund Young
expanded the family’s tradition of skilled craftsmanship
as a carriage builder, inventor, and manufacturer of
innovative fire apparatus. Through later generations, the
family’s story continued with craftsmen, business owners,

tuneral directors, journalists, and community leaders.

Rebecca devoted her life to raising her family during a
period when Philadelphia grew from the nation’s capital
into one of America’s greatest industrial cities. She
witnessed the birth of the republic, the administrations of
its earliest presidents, and the remarkable transformation
of the city where she had been born.

The Revolution touched Rebecca’s life through two of the
men closest to her. Her brother, Henry Yeager, served as

a drummer, while Marcus Young served as a fifer. When
Rebecca married Marcus in 1784, she brought together
two families whose sons had helped carry the rhythm and
signals of the American cause—one through the drum and
the other through the fife.

The first declaration in the notice starts with “Another
Veteran Gone!” Rebecca later married Mark Young,
whose own service included playing the fife—bringing
together two families whose lives carried the music of the

Revolution.

Rebecca died on November 25, 1839, only one month after
Marcus. After more than fifty-five years of marriage, they
left behind not only children and grandchildren, but the
foundation of a family whose contributions to Philadelphia
and the surrounding communities would continue for
generations. Their legacy became the beginning of the
Young family’s enduring American story.

CRESS > YEAGER > YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL
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Rebecca Yeager’s Baptism — 1761

The register of Augustus Lutheran Church in Trappe, Pennsylvania, records Rebecca’s birth on March 18, 1761, and her baptism on April 19. Created during her
infancy, fifteen years before American independence, this contemporary church record provides the strongest evidence for her birth date.

ST. MICHAEL'S AND ZI0N CHURCIL 477

September 4, Hilury Biker (merchant) and Moary Kroder, L.

July 24, Jobhonn Cottlivh Hempel and Elizaboth drob, wid.

September 0, Friedrick Warner and Catharina Fries,

September 11, George Fanthieon (buteher) and Hachel Favey, L.

September 12, Johann Hinekel and Susanna Fries.

tleptember 96, Michaol Kenner (Qaner) (copchmakor) and Barmb
Clymer, L.

Oetobar 2 George Lehmann (apothecary) aml Catwring Eek-
hardt, L.

Cletoler 4, Henry Spengler (blacksmith) and Mary Delaber, L.

Ohstoler @, Leonhnre Hoch and Margareta Molitor, wiid.

COetolasr 16, Cleorge LKiz, (shopkeeper,) wid®, and Maia Graven-
stein, vid., L.

November 19, Jumes Tiomas, wid®, and Jeane Greon.

November 27, Samuoel Stgreaves and Francenla Allitkne, L.,

December 2, Lewis Jaeobi (barber) and Mary Muosch, L.

December 5, Samuel Lelmann (blacksmith) and Elimbeth Sens-
fasldlonn T

Decomber 17, Andrew Dalilquiest (mariner) and Macgaret Mac-
[astean, L.

December 24, Jeaning Crispin and Mary Job.

December 25, Willinm Hunderson aid Catharing Burdkhard, wid.

December 31, Charles dwift (asttorney at law) and Mary Ritche, L.

1784,
January 1, Johann Lutz and Sosannn Zalin.
Janunry 1, Isane Aubertin and Elizabeth Taylor,
Jununry 1, Jumes Hoypkin and Agnesa Carson.,
January 4, Charles archilles and Elizabeth Johst, L.
Janunry G, Philip Pincake (Muojor) and Catharine Schuoz, L.

January 16, Mark Juyg apd Rebecen Jaeger, L.

January 16, Gottfried Cope and Maria Franzg, L.

January 20, Balthasa Stein and Exa Catharine Koes,
January 20, Heinrich Benner and Catharina Poif,

Janumary 21, Joseph Lenrion and Mary Hensel, L.

Janumary 22, George Sifeveley and Ellmbeth Stone, L.
Janunry 22, Robert Boberts and Hannah Johnson, ( fiee negroes, )
Janunary 22, George NeUatohe, wid', and Mary Sweet, wid.
Janupary 22, Peter Footmann and Ann Richees, L.

dJanunry 20, Helnvich Conrmd Timbler wnd Annn Doonawin.
aleiniuiand y 22, Javul Boamddl aend dagar ela Wesl o Le g .
February 12, David Dwghton and Mary Hillimann, L,
Muareh 3, Jesse Witksnds and Kezin Hamaet.

Marriage record

Marcus Young and Rebecca Yeager were married on January 15, 1784, at St. Michael’s
and Zion Lutheran Church in Philadelphia, beginning a partnership that lasted more

than fifty-five years.

CARRY AWAY

BEING THE WIFE OF A PATRIOT OFTEN REQUIRES A PATRIOT’S COMMITMENT OF YOUR OWN. STANDING BESIDE
SOMEONE DEVOTED TO A LARGER CAUSE CAN BRING SACRIFICE, UNCERTAINTY, AND CHALLENGES THAT ARE SHARED
BY BOTH PARTNERS. COMMITMENT TO ONE ANOTHER CAN BE ITS OWN FORM OF SERVICE.
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The Music of the Revolution in Rebecca’s Family

A contemporary newspaper notice remembered Rebecca’s brother, Henry Yeager, as a Revolutionary War drummer.

On the
late Marks Yourg, in the 791h year of her age.

Newspaper death notice

Rebecca Young's 1839 death notice identified her as the wife of the late Mark Young and reported that she died in the seventy-ninth year of her age, only weeks after
her husband.
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Jacob Young & Mary Baum Young

DECEMBER 10, 1784 — MAY 14, 1866
ABOUT 1791 - SEPTEMBER 10, 1855

Fverthl Great-Granfiarents

FORGING A FAMILY LEGACY

Jacob Young was born in Philadelphia on December Jacob’s shop was one part of the life he and Mary built.
10, 1784, just one year after the end of the American Together, they raised four children: Edmund, Benjamin,
Revolutionary War. He was the son of Revolutionary War Rebecca, and Jackson. Mary helped provide the stability
veteran Marcus “Mark” Young, who had served as a fifer from which Jacob pursued his trade and their children
during the struggle and war for American independence. developed lives and abilities of their own. While Jacob
Jacob’s life spanned more than eighty-one years, carrying worked at his forge, Philadelphia’s streets echoed with
him from the infancy of the United States through the the sounds of workshops, foundries, shipyards, and busy
opening years of the Civil War. markets, but the continuity of family life depended upon

the work performed within its homes.
Mary Baum was born about 1791 in England. The

surviving records reveal little about her early life or when By 1850, Jacob and Mary’s household spanned three
and how she came to America. By the early nineteenth generations. Living with them were their adult sons
century, however, she was living in Philadelphia, where she Benjamin and Jackson, their daughter Rebecca Snyder,
and Jacob began a marriage and family partnership that and Rebeccas children. The census offers a valuable
would endure for nearly half a century. glimpse of the family as it lived together, revealing a home
o ) that remained a gathering place for adult children and
Jacob earned his living as a blacksmith, one of the most .
) ) } grandchildren.
respected and essential skilled trades of the nineteenth
century. A Philadelphia city directory lists him as “Jacob
Young, smith,” with his shop located behind 87 South
Sixth Street and his residence at Green’s Court. From
his forge, he fashioned and repaired ironwork needed
for transportation, commerce, and daily life. His work
required strength, precision, patience, and the judgment
acquired through years of experience.
76 WOLFSKEHL > YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL 77
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Mary died in Philadelphia on September 10, 1855, after nearly

half a century of marriage and family life. Although few
surviving documents tell her story directly, her importance

is reflected in the multigenerational household she and Jacob
created and in the accomplishments of the children they
raised. Her English heritage also added another strand to a
family story shaped by people from several nations whose lives
eventually converged in Philadelphia.

Jacob died in Philadelphia on May 14, 1866. He was buried
beside Mary in Machpelah Cemetery. When that cemetery
closed in 1895, their remains were removed and reinterred at

Graceland Cemetery, where they rest today.

No daily work journals or personal letters are known to survive from Jacob or Mary, but together they left a revealing record.
Jacob’s blacksmith shop, their multigenerational household, the achievements of their children, and the provisions of his will
portray a hardworking couple who converted skill and domestic stability into lasting opportunity. The forge Jacob tended and

the home Mary sustained became complementary parts of one family legacy—one that continued through the Young, Kirchner,

Tuckmantel, Zimmerman, and Connelly families.

CARRY AWAY

WHAT WE MAKE WITH OUR HANDS CAN REACH FAR BEYOND THE OBJECT ITSELE. JACOB’S CRAFT AND MARY’S

CARE CREATED SECURITY FOR THEIR FAMILY AND GAVE THEIR CHILDREN ROOM TO FOLLOW THEIR OWN SKILLS,
INTERESTS, AND CURIOSITY.
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Jacob Young’s Death Notice

Published after Jacob Young’s death on May 14, 1866, this notice identifies his final residence as 727 South Sixth Street and announces that his funeral procession
would continue to Machpelah Cemetery. The address connects his final days to one of the properties he preserved for his family. Like many nineteenth-century
Philadelphia cemeteries, Machpelah was later closed, and many burials were relocated to newer cemeteries.

WOLFSKEHL > YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL
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Edmund Young (1814-1882), master carriage builder and inventor. Building upon the blacksmithing

tradition of his father, Jacob Young, Edmund became a respected Philadelphia craftsman whose innovative fire
apparatus earned recognition beyond the city.

82

EDMUND & MARGARET FREAS YOUNG

Edmund Young

DECEMBER 4, 1814 - MAY 24, 1882

Margaret Freas Young

ABOUT 1821 - MARCH 27, 1893

MASTER CRAFTSMAN, INVENTOR, AND THE FAMILY BESIDE HIM

Edmund Young was born in Philadelphia on December 4,
1814, as the city was emerging as one of America’s great
centers of manufacturing, craftsmanship, and innovation.
The son of master blacksmith Jacob Young and Mary Baum
Young, Edmund inherited a tradition of skilled work but
carried it into a new field. Gifted with mechanical ability
and creative vision, he devoted his life to building carriages
that combined beauty, durability, and practical purpose.

On January 27, 1839, Edmund married Margaret Freas.
Their marriage was recorded by the historic St. Michael’s
and Zion Lutheran congregation, continuing the
family’s connection to Philadelphia’s German-American
community. The surviving church record notes that

the parents of both the bride and groom were present,
capturing the beginning of a partnership that would last
more than forty years.

Margaret was born about 1821 in Montgomery County,
Pennsylvania. Although few details of her early life have
survived, her place within the Young family is preserved
through the marriage, census, newspaper, and cemetery
records that followed her across the nineteenth century.
Together, Edmund and Margaret raised a large family
that included their daughter Margaretta—known as
Margaret—who later married German immigrant Gustave
Adolph Kirchner. Through that marriage, the established
American story of the Young family became joined with
the Kirchners’ newer German-American story.
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Marriage register recording the January 27, 1839, marriage of Edmund Young and Margaret Freas in Germantown. It names their parents—Jacob and
Mary B. Young and George and Elizabeth Freas—and identifies Edmund as a blacksmith.
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As Philadelphia prospered, Edmund established himself

as a respected carriage builder serving many of the city’s
prominent citizens. His workshop became known for elegant
custom carriages and workmanship distinguished by quality,
innovation, and meticulous attention to detail. Census records
from 1860 and 1870 show that he accumulated substantial
real and personal property, reflecting the success of a master
craftsman whose reputation and business had become firmly
established in Philadelphia.

Edmund’s most distinctive contributions came through his
work for Philadelphia’s volunteer fire companies. During an
era when these organizations stood at the heart of civic life,
he became a leading builder of specialized horse-drawn fire
apparatus. Contemporary newspaper accounts praised his
innovative “Spider” hose carriage, a lightweight design that
was faster and more maneuverable than conventional hose
wagons. Philadelphia fire companies adopted his apparatus,
and orders arrived from communities beyond the city,
extending his reputation throughout the East.

Family tradition has long held that Edmund obtained several
patents for his inventions. Repeated efforts were made in
2026 to locate those records through the Free Library of
Philadelphia’s Patent Collection. The librarian explained

that losses among records from this period make the search
particularly difficult. Although Edmund’s patents have not
yet been located, contemporary newspaper accounts clearly
identify him as an inventor and document the distinctive
designs that influenced nineteenth-century firefighting
equipment.

While Edmund’s professional achievements appeared in
newspapers and historical publications, Margaret’s life was
recorded more quietly. Census takers described her occupation
simply as “Keeps House,” a brief phrase encompassing the
many responsibilities involved in maintaining a nineteenth-
century household and raising a family. The surviving records
do not tell us the details of her daily life, but they show that she
remained at the center of a family whose members maintained

close connections across generations.

Among the greatest treasures to survive from Edmund’s life are
two leather-bound journals from his carriage shop. Preserved
by generations of the Young family, their pages recorded
customers, projects, expenses, and the daily operations of a
nineteenth-century craftsman’s business. They offer something
that no census, directory, or newspaper article can provide:

a view inside Edmund’s workshop and the rhythm of his
working life.

Recognizing their historical importance, our family donated
the journals to Philadelphia’s Fireman’s Hall Museum in
memory of my mother, Shirley Connelly. Museum staff were
delighted to receive them. They were already familiar with
Edmund through historical publications, understood the
significance of his work, and noted that his carriage shop
had operated only a short distance from the museum itself.
Donating the journals felt less like giving them away than
returning them to the city whose history Edmund helped
shape.

Edmund died on May 24, 1882, after a lifetime devoted to
craftsmanship, innovation, enterprise, and public service.
Margaret continued without him for nearly eleven years, living
long enough to see their children establish families of their

own.
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1870 United States Census, Philadelphia. Edmund Young is recorded as a
“Manufacturer of Carriages,” living with his wife, Margaret, and their children. The entry
brings the family together while documenting the successful carriage-manufacturing
enterprise Edmund built from his early training as a blacksmith.
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On May 14, 1859, a Pottsville newspaper described Philadelphia’s Edmund Young
as ‘a celebrated builder” and announced the delivery of his new “spider” apparatus

to Humane Hose Company No. 1. The article praised its lightness, strength, beauty,

and economy and noted that Young had received additional orders from other fire
companies.
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During 1868 the Independence had a hose carriage built on the "Crane" pattern by Edmund Young
of Philadelphia. It was very ornate, had three bells and cost $650 to build. This was the last piece of
apparatus Young built, since he died a short time later. To outfit the carriage, the "In de" ordered 500
feet of rubber hose at a cost of $800. This was the first rubber hose to enter service in Camden.

The City of Camden’s history of its fire department continues to recognize Edmund Young by name, recording the ornate three-bell “Crane” pattern hose
carriage he built for the Independence company in 1868. More than a century and a half later, his craftsmanship remains part of Camden’s documented firefighting
history.
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When Margaret died on March 27, 1893, her funeral was held
from the residence of her son-in-law Gustave Adolph Kirchner
at 714 North Third Street—the address that also became
associated with the Kirchner funeral establishment. This detail
suggests the closeness that remained between Margaret and
her daughter’s family and shows how firmly the Young and
Kirchner stories had become connected.

Margaret’s funeral notice invited members of the Royal Temple
and the Lady Druids to attend. These fraternal and benevolent
organizations offered fellowship, mutual assistance, and
charitable support in an era before modern social services.
Although the extent of Margaret’s involvement is unknown,
the invitation provides evidence that her relationships reached
beyond her immediate family and into Philadelphia’s broader
social community.

Funeral notice for Margaret Freas Young, 1893. Her funeral was held from
the North Third Street residence of her son-in-law, Gustave Adolph Kirchner.
The invitation to members of the Royal Temple and Lady Druids provides a rare
glimpse of Margaret’s connections beyond her immediate family.

Margaret was laid to rest beside Edmund at Mount Peace
Cemetery. Together, they represent two different but
connected forms of legacy: Edmund through the creations,
innovations, and written records he left behind, and Margaret
through the family and community relationships that carried
their story into the next generation.

REFLECTION

When I first began researching Edmund Young, I expected

to discover another skilled nineteenth-century tradesman.
Instead, I found an inventor whose reputation extended well
beyond Philadelphia. Newspaper articles from up and down
the east coast of America celebrated his newest designs,
documented orders arriving from other cities, and revealed a
craftsman whose work helped modernize America’s volunteer

fire service.

History remembers the inventor more readily than the
woman who shared his life. Edmund’s achievements were
preserved in newspapers, business journals, and the history
of Philadelphia’s fire service. Margaret’s influence survives
differently—in their children, in her community associations,
and in the family connections that carried the Young legacy
into the Kirchner family.

The greatest discovery was not one of Edmund’s carriages or
fire apparatus, but two worn leather journals that had quietly
survived for more than a century. Their pages carried me into
his workshop, allowing me to glimpse the rhythm of his daily
life in a way no census record or obituary ever could. Donating
them to Fireman’s Hall Museum in memory of my mother,
Shirley Connelly, returned a part of Edmund’s story to the city
where it began.

Many craftsmen leave behind only the things they build.
Edmund left behind both his creations and the written record
of how he built them. Margaret helped carry that life and

its family connections forward. Through their work, their
children, and the journals entrusted to future generations,
their legacy continues to reflect upward.

CARRY AWAY

MASTERING A CRAFT OPENS THE DOOR TO CREATIVITY
AND INNOVATION, BUT A LEGACY REACHES BEYOND
INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENT. WHAT WE CREATE,
PRESERVE, AND SHARE WITH THOSE CLOSEST TO US
CAN BECOME AN INHERITANCE UPON WHICH FUTURE
GENERATIONS BUILD LIVES OF THEIR OWN.

FOUR GENERATIONS OF ENTERPRISE AND

ACHIEVEMENT

Markus Jung Sr. — The immigrant, merchant, and
entrepreneur

Markus Young Jr. — The Revolutionary War patriot

89

33



Chapter Six | Complete v45 layout option | 20 October 2026

Book pages 90-91

YOUNG.—On March 27, 1894, Margaret Young,
widow of the late Edmund Young, aged 72 years
and 10 months. -
th':‘he m:‘;l.iu;_u of ﬁ:nd mﬁlgy. also aembu' of

emDle Drul aAre re-
spect Mavited to attend the funeral, this
Friday afternoon, at” 2 o'clock, from the resi-
dence of her son-ip-law, No.- T14 “Neorth Third
street. Interm2at at Monument Cemetery.

Jacob Young — The master blacksmith, entrepreneur, and property owner

Edmund Young — The inventor, carriage builder, and nationally recognized craftsman

Each generation built upon the accomplishments of the one before it, carrying the family from immigrant beginnings to an

established place among Philadelphia’s skilled craftsmen, business owners, and citizens. Their enterprise, service, ingenuity, and

character created opportunities for those who followed

920
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THE NATIONAL FIRE HOUSE AND MUSEUM OF PHILADELPHIA
147 North 2nd Sireet = Philadelphia, PA 19106-2010 = 215-923-1438

Winter 2025 Newsletter

Lazaretto Restoration: The B.R. Howard Company in Carlisle,
PA continues their long work of cleaning and restoring the
original 1803 "Philadelphia-styla” Pat Lyon hand engine from
the Lazaretto Quarantine Station in Tinicum, carefully
stabilizing the original colorful paint surviving underneath its
later plain varnish and two centuries worth of wear. Anyone
interested in helping Fireman’s Hall Museum to support this
important project should contact the museum or see the
donation link on the museum website.

Philadelphia’s Engine Industry: Shown here are twa of the
latest additions to the collection here at Fireman's Hall
Museurn: a pair of delicate ledger books of craftsman Edmund
Young, with orders ranging 1858-1879. Entries cover repairs,

rebuilding, painting of ornamental enhancements, and
occasionally full construction of all types of fire apparatus
from hose tenders to steam fire engines for Philadelphia’s
volunteer fire companies.

The prices listed, ranging from a few dollars to a few hundred,
may not build a new fire engine - or even restore an old
carriage = today, but any donation towards projects like the
Lazaretto Engine add up in the same way that the various
repairs listed in these ledger books once did.

FHM Online Store: Check out FiremansHallStore com or the Gift
. Shop link on the museum web page; we've been hard at work

continuously updating our new storefront, adding new items and

making it easier to shop! In addition to our products, the online

storefront now supports donations and museum memberships,
It's a one-stop shop to support Fireman's Hall Museum!

Funding for Fireman's Haoll is supported by o general operating support grant from the Pennsylvanio Historical and Musewum
Commission, o state agency funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. We are grateful to them for their ongoing support.

Fireman’s Hall Museum newsletter or journal image

Edmund Young’s surviving carriage-shop journals. Preserved by the Young family for
generations, these leather-bound volumes document the customers, projects, expenses, and
daily operations of his Philadelphia workshop. The family donated them to Fireman’s Hall
Museum in memory of Shirley Connelly.
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The Kirchner Family in the 1880 Census

Gustave and Margaret Kirchner are recorded in Philadelphia with their children Mary,
John, Clara, and Katie. Gustave’s occupation is listed as undertaker, preserving a picture of
the household they built together.

Margaret A. “Margaretta” Young Kirchner

ABOUT 1846 - JUNE 14, 1897

ocord WW

A PHILADELPHIA DAUGHTER, WIFE, AND MOTHER

Margaret A. Young, sometimes recorded as Margaretta,
was born about 1846 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Unlike
Gustave Kirchner, whose American story began when he
stepped from a ship as an eighteen-year-old immigrant,
Margaret was born into a family with generations of
history in America. The Young family and the families

behind it had established roots in Pennsylvania long before
her birth.

She was the daughter of Edmund Young, the accomplished
blacksmith, carriage manufacturer, and inventor who
designed and built specialized “spider” fire apparatus. He
became celebrated carriage maker among Philadelphia

fire companies, etc. Margaret Freas Young grew up not
only with her parents and siblings, but within a broader
network of relatives whose connections extended across
Philadelphia and southeastern Pennsylvania.

The 1850 and 1860 federal censuses place Margaret with
her parents and siblings in Philadelphia. For her, America
was not a new destination. It was home—a place where
generations of her family had lived, worked, married,
raised children, and become part of the history of

Pennsylvania.

On September 22, 1870, Margaret married Gustave Adolph
Kirchner, a young German immigrant who had arrived

in America only two years earlier after sailing alone from
Hamburg at the age of eighteen. Their marriage joined two
distinctly different American experiences. Gustave was
beginning again in a new country, separated by an ocean
from the world in which he had been raised. Margaret
brought something he could not yet possess: an established
American family, extended relatives, and generations of
history already rooted in Pennsylvania.

She was one of the people who gave that young immigrant

roots in America.

A remarkable object survives from the year their life
together began. A silver service dated 1870 and engraved
with the initials GMK, for Gustave and Margaret Kirchner,
was preserved within the family and passed through the
generations. Dating to the year of their marriage, it was

a wedding-era gift to the young couple. More than 150
years later, it remains an intimate connection to Margaret
and Gustave at the hopeful beginning of their married
life—before either could have known what happiness and

heartbreak the coming years would bring.
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Together, Margaret and Gustave established a home within
Philadelphia’s German-American community. While Gustave
developed his careers as a journalist and an undertaker,
Margaret managed their household and raised their children.
Census records may reduce that work to a simple phrase
such as “keeping house,” but maintaining a home and caring
for a family in nineteenth-century Philadelphia involved
responsibilities extending far beyond an occupational label.

Margaret and Gustave became the parents of four children:
Mary Ellen, John, Clara Cordelia, and Katie. Their daughter
Clara would later marry Charles Tuckmantel and become my
great-grandmother.

The later years of Margarets life brought a succession of losses
that is difficult to comprehend. In 1890, her son John died

at only fifteen years old. Two years later, Mary Ellen died at
twenty. Then, in 1896, Katie died at seventeen.

Within six years, Margaret had buried three of her four
children.

Only Clara survived.

The available records have not yet revealed what caused

the deaths of the three young people. They lived, however,

in a period when infectious diseases—including influenza,
tuberculosis, typhoid, and other illnesses—could move rapidly
through Philadelphia’s neighborhoods and take young lives.
The city’s water supply also remained vulnerable to sewage
and industrial contamination before modern filtration and
disinfection were introduced. These conditions help us
understand the world in which Margaret raised her family, but
they should not be mistaken for explanations of the individual
deaths.

Margaret did not experience these years without family around
her. Unlike Gustave, whose relatives remained behind when

he emigrated from Germany, she belonged to an established
American family with siblings and extended relatives nearby.
The records cannot tell us precisely how they responded to
each tragedy, but the larger Young family remained part of

the world surrounding Margaret and Clara during those
devastating years.

In 1897, only one year after Katie’s death, Margaret herself died
at approximately fifty years of age. She left behind Gustave and
twenty-year-old Clara, the sole surviving child of the family
Margaret had spent much of her adult life raising.

Documents cannot reveal what those final years were like for
Margaret or how she endured the repeated loss of her children.
Some parts of a life remain beyond the reach of the historical
record. The chronology alone, however, tells us that her story
was not merely one of marriage, home, and motherhood. It
was also a story of extraordinary grief, lived within the support
of a much larger family.

And yet something from the beginning survived.

The 1870 silver bearing the initials GMK reaches back to

the moment before those losses—to the year Margaret and
Gustave married and their family story was just beginning.

Its survival gives later generations something remarkably
personal: an object associated with Margaret not at the end of
her life, but at its hopeful beginning.

THE KIRCHNER FAMILY SILVER AND COCOA
SERVICE

This silver service and accompanying cocoa set, bearing the intertwined initials
GMK, were given to Gustav and Margaret Kirchner around the time of their
marriage in 1870. Preserved and passed through the family for more than 150
years, they remain tangible links to their household and the generations that
followed.
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Death Certificate of Clara Cordelia Kirchner Tuckmantel. The record identifies her parents as Gustave Kirchner and Margaret Young, documenting

Clara’s place as the surviving daughter of Gustave’s first marriage and connecting the Young and Kirchner family lines.
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REFLECTION

Margaret never crossed an ocean. Her place in the American
story was different. She was already part of a family whose
roots extended through generations of Pennsylvania life and
into eighteenth-century America.

When she married Gustave, those established American roots
met the story of a young German immigrant who had arrived
only two years earlier. Gustave brought the courage to leave
one world and begin again in another. Margaret brought
family, continuity, and a sense of belonging to the country he

was learning to call home.
Their marriage made those histories one.

Margaret’s life also reminds us that family history cannot be
measured simply by the number of generations that followed.
She knew both the happiness of creating a family and the
unimaginable sorrow of losing much of it. Of the four children
she raised, only Clara survived her.

And through Clara, the family continued.

Margaret could never have known how far that surviving
branch would reach. Nor could she have known that an object
bearing her initials and dated to the year of her marriage

would still be cherished more than a century and a half later.

History records only fragments of Margarets life, but together
they reveal a woman at the center of a much larger family
story—a daughter, wife, and mother who became the bridge
between generations already rooted in America and the
immigrant husband who was just beginning his American life.

CARRY AWAY

STRONG FAMILY CONNECTIONS CREATE A PLACE OF
SUPPORT THROUGH BOTH HAPPINESS AND GREAT LOSS.
THE TIME WE SPEND BUILDING THOSE RELATIONSHIPS
MATTERS BECAUSE NONE OF US KNOWS WHAT
CHALLENGES A FAMILY MAY SOMEDAY FACE.

Love does not prevent loss, but it gives a family
something that can survive it. Margaret’s family
continued through Clara, through the generations that
followed, through stories that were remembered, and
even through treasured objects carefully passed from
one pair of hands to another.

CLOSING REFLECTION ACROSS THE YOUNG LINE:

Looking across these generations, a pattern begins to emerge.
The Young family did not produce famous generals, governors,
or industrial tycoons. Instead, they produced something
equally enduring—immigrants, patriots, craftsmen, inventors,
mothers, and fathers whose quiet labor strengthened their
families and communities. Each generation built upon the
work of the one before it, passing along skills, values, and
opportunity. By the time their story joins the Kirchner family,
nearly a century of American roots had already taken hold.
Those roots would continue to grow, eventually becoming part
of the family, whose story fills the pages that follow.

I1. The American Portraits

YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL

Margaret Young’s marriage to Gustav Adolph Kirchner united

two families whose stories now become one.
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Portrait of Gustave Kirchner—“Grandpop Kirchner,” as identified by his
granddaughter Margaret Tuckmantel Zimmerman on the reverse side of the
photograph.

100

Gustave Adolph Kirchner

OCTOBER 24, 1850 - MARCH 1, 1927

AN ENTREPRENEUR, JOURNALIST, AND VOICE OF PHILADELPHIA’S GERMAN-AMERICANS

Gustave Adolph Kirchner was born on October 24,

1850, in Vilbel, Grand Duchy of Hesse—present-day Bad
Vilbel, Germany—the son of Johann Georg Kirchner and
Margaretha Elisabetha Stier. He spent his childhood in a
close-knit German community where skilled trades, faith,
and family helped shape everyday life. At eighteen, Gustave
made the courageous decision to leave his homeland and
begin again in America. Passenger records show that he
departed Hamburg aboard the steamship Holsatia and
arrived in New York on August 3, 1868. The passenger
manifest identifies him as an eighteen-year-old craftsman
traveling alone to the United States, one of thousands of
young Germans seeking opportunity during the great wave

of nineteenth-century immigration.

Gustave soon settled in Philadelphia, one of the largest
centers of German-American life in the United States.
There he began building a new life while remaining deeply
connected to the language, traditions, and culture of his
homeland.

His early years in America reveal a young man eager

to participate in his new community. A Philadelphia
newspaper reported that he served as chairman of

the women’s school committee for the Philadelphia
Turngemeinde’s annual Christmas celebration, helping

to organize gifts and festivities for hundreds of German
immigrant children. The event reflected the strong mutual
support within Philadelphia’s German community and
suggests that Gustave quickly earned the confidence of
those around him.

On September 22, 1870, Gustave married Margaret A.
Young, the Philadelphia-born daughter of respected
carriage manufacturer and inventor Edmund Young. Their
marriage united a young German immigrant with a family
whose Pennsylvania roots extended back through several
generations. Margaret brought Gustave family connections
and a sense of belonging in his adopted country; together
they joined two very different American experiences.

A silver service dated 1870 and bearing the initials GMK,
for Gustave and Margaret Kirchner, survives from the
beginning of their marriage. Preserved through their
descendants for more than 150 years, it remains a tangible
connection to the young couple at the hopeful beginning of

their life together.

YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL
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Gustave and Margaret became the parents of four children:
Mary Ellen, John, Clara Cordelia, and Katie. Their years
together eventually brought extraordinary loss. John died

in 1890 at fifteen, Mary Ellen in 1892 at twenty, and Katie

in 1896 at seventeen. Margaret died the following year at
approximately fifty years of age. Clara was the only one of their

children to survive.

In 1898, Gustave married Elizabeth and began another chapter
of his family life. They subsequently had two children, Lillian,
born in 1900, and Gustav Jr., born in 1902. That same year,
Clara married Charles Tuckmantel and began raising a family
of her own.

Although Gustave rebuilt his life, he continued to look after
Clara. In his will, he made substantial provisions for his
surviving daughter from his first marriage, leaving her $15,000
and real estate, including the family home and another
property. Years later, Elizabeth made her own generous
bequest to Clara, further demonstrating the enduring bonds
within this blended family.

Professionally, Gustave built a remarkably diverse career.

He became associated with Sohl Pemsel in the undertaking
profession and later became a partner in the firm of Kirchner
& Pemsel. As an undertaker and funeral director, he served
Philadelphia families during some of the most difficult

moments of their lives.

At the same time, Gustave worked as a reporter and writer for
the Philadelphia Morgen-Gazette, one of the city’s German-
language newspapers. Through journalism, he became a
recognizable voice within Philadelphia’s German-speaking
population, helping immigrants remain connected through
news, culture, and public affairs.

Gustave also participated actively in German-American civic
and cultural organizations. He belonged to the Philadelphia
Turngemeinde, where he frequently served as chairman

and toastmaster at public gatherings, and took part in
organizations dedicated to preserving German language,
heritage, fellowship, and community life. His leadership
reflected his ability as a public speaker and the respect he
earned among his peers.

Gustave died on March 1, 1927, after nearly six decades

in America. He had arrived alone at eighteen with the
determination to create a new life. By the end of that life, he
had become an entrepreneur, undertaker, journalist, civic
leader, husband, father, and proud German-American.

His life encompassed remarkable change: immigration,
marriage, business ownership, public service, devastating
personal loss, remarriage, and the growth of another
generation around him. Through each chapter, Gustave
continued building.

With Gustave, the American branch of the Kirchner family
began. The family, property, heirlooms, and descendants that
followed became part of the legacy of the eighteen-year-old
immigrant who stepped ashore in America in 1868.

REFLECTION

Gustave’s life demonstrates that success is measured by more
than financial achievement. He built a business, informed a
community through journalism, preserved the culture of his
homeland, and helped fellow immigrants create a sense of
belonging in America.

His story also reveals another kind of resilience. After losses
that could easily have defined the remainder of his life,
Gustave continued forward. He remarried, raised another
family, maintained his work and community involvement,
and provided generously for Clara, the daughter who survived

from his first marriage.
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Business—Then and Now

Gustave Kirchner’s undertaking establishment, then and now. The business stood near the Philadelphia Turngemeinde, an important center of German-
American athletic, cultural, and community life. Its location placed Gustave’s work close to the community he served as an undertaker, journalist, and civic
leader.

YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL

103

40



Chapter Six | Complete v45 layout option | 20 October 2026
Book pages 104-105

104

Gustave Kirchner’s business advertisement includes his portrait and presents him as an established undertaker. It documents not simply an
occupation, but the business and professional reputation he built in Philadelphia.

YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL

Building a life is not something accomplished only once.
Sometimes it requires the courage to build again.

CARRY AWAY

TAKE CHANCES ON NEW EXPERIENCES. BUYING A ONE-
WAY TICKET TO AMERICA WAS BOLD, BUT IT WAS NO
BOLDER THAN MANY OF THE DAY-TO-DAY RISKS THAT
FOLLOWED. CONTINUE IMPROVING YOUR SKILLS AND
YOUR WORK. PRACTICE, ADAPT, AND LOOK FOR WAYS
TO DO THINGS BETTER. A POSITIVE PATH FORWARD IS
RARELY FOUND BY STANDING STILL.

And perhaps someone who spent his life around death
would remind us of something else: do not become so
afraid of the end that you forget to live along the way.

THE AMERICAN PORTRAITS

TUCKMANTEL

LOOKING AHEAD

The research completed to date reveals strong opportunities

to extend the Tuckmantel family farther back in time and
more broadly across Europe. While this volume focuses on the
lives our ancestors built in America, the surviving European
records point to an equally rich story waiting to be explored.

The goal, however, is not simply to add more names to the
tamily tree, but to develop a deeper and richer understanding
of the people, places, communities, and traditions from
which our American ancestors came. Their lives provide

the historical context that shaped the men and women who
eventually crossed the Atlantic to begin new lives in America.

The American story stands complete on its own. Yet it also
serves as the foundation for future research, inviting later
generations to continue exploring the centuries that came
before and to discover how those earlier lives ultimately
reflected forward into our own.
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Gravesite of Gustave Adolph Kirchner. The substantial and dignified monument seems particularly fitting for an undertaker who spent much of his

professional life helping other Philadelphia families honor and memorialize their dead.
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Couple’s Photograph

Charles and Emilie Ecker Tuckmantel, whose shared life in
Philadelphia united skilled craftsmanship, family, music, and the
courage to begin again in America.

Charles Karl Tuckmantel & Emilie Ecker Tuckmantel

JULY 8, 1839 - NOVEMBER 2, 1926
AUGUST 10, 1848 - APRIL 6, 1921

A CRAFTSMAN AND A COURAGEOUS YOUNG IMMIGRANT

Charles Karl Tuckmantel and Emilie Ecker were born near
Solingen, Prussia, a region renowned throughout Europe
for its master craftsmen, precision metalwork, and finely
made blades. Each left Germany separately and crossed the
Atlantic to begin a new life in America. Their paths came
together in Philadelphia, where Charles’s skill and Emilie’s
courage helped establish the American Tuckmantel family.

Charles was born on July 8, 1839, and grew up in an
environment where skilled metalworking was both a trade
and a tradition. In Philadelphia city directories, he first
appeared as a cutler—a craftsman who made or repaired
knives and edged tools—and later as an instrument

maker. His occupations required precision, patience, and

a practiced hand, reflecting the metalworking traditions of
the Solingen region.

Before leaving Germany, Charles married Henrieqe Wieler
on June 13, 1864, in the Evangelical Church at Ketzberg,
Dabringhausen. Family tradition holds that she died before
Charles began his new life in America. Although her

death has not yet been documented, Charles’s subsequent
marriage in Philadelphia strongly suggests that he had
been widowed.

Charles immigrated to the United States near the end of the
Civil War, reportedly arriving about 1865, and established
himself in Philadelphia. One possible passenger record
lists a German man identified as “C. Tucks,” age twenty-
four, arriving in New York aboard the Romania in 1865.
The name, age, nationality, and timing make him a possible
match for Charles, although the identification cannot be
confirmed. In the 1920 census, it provides information that
Charles became a naturalized American citizen in 1879.
Searches for Charles in Naturalization Index Records of
Philadelphia produced no results.

Emilie Ecker was born on August 18, 1848, in Solingen, the
daughter of Johann Peter Ecker and Sophie Laubenburg,
and was baptized six days later. At nineteen, she left
Germany for America, sailing from Bremen aboard the
steamship Bremen. She arrived in New York on September
23, 1867. The passenger manifest records her at exactly
nineteen years old, matching her German birth record.

She appears to have made the voyage without her parents,
leaving behind the familiar world of her childhood to build
a future in a country she had never seen.

TUCKMANTEL > ZIMMERMAN - CONNELLY
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On April 4, 1869, Charles married Emilie Ecker at Salem Zion
Church in Philadelphia. Emilie had arrived from Germany
less than two years earlier, after crossing the Atlantic alone

at nineteen. They established a home in North Philadelphia,
where they raised nine children. Family photographs
preserved from these years allow us to see not simply names
and dates, but the faces of the family they created together.

For more than thirty-five years, Charles worked for the S. S.
White Dental Manufacturing Company, one of Philadelphia’s
leading precision-manufacturing firms. Founded in 1844,

the company became internationally known for its dental
instruments and equipment. For a German craftsman trained
in the traditions of Solingen, it was a fitting place to build a
long American working life.

Charles also became closely associated with Philadelphia’s
Arion Singing Society, an important German-American
musical organization founded in 1857. His obituary
remembered him as “one of the founders” of the society.
Although surviving institutional histories identify six other
men as its original founders, the description reflects the
importance and longevity of Charles’s association with the
organization. Music provided a place beyond work—a source
of fellowship, cultural continuity, and enjoyment within
Philadelphia’s German community.

An enduring family story holds that Emilie won the Irish
Sweepstakes Lottery, an extraordinary stroke of luck said to
have strengthened the family’s financial security. Whether
every detail survived precisely is less important than the
affection with which the story continued to be told. More
than a century later, Emilie was still remembered as the young
woman whose courage—and good fortune—helped shape the
family’s future.

Emilie died on April 6, 1921. Charles survived her by five
years, dying on November 2, 1926, at the age of eighty-seven.
By then, they had watched their children establish families of
their own and had carried the Tuckmantel name firmly into its
American chapter.

Charles brought the precision and discipline of a German
craftsman to his new country. Emilie brought the courage
to cross the Atlantic alone at nineteen. Together they built
a life that made room for demanding work, family, music,
tellowship, and even a little unexpected luck.

CARRY AWAY

SING A SONG. MAKE TIME BEYOND WORK FOR FAMILY,
FRIENDS, AND THE INTERESTS THAT RENEW YOU. A
WELL-BUILT LIFE REQUIRES NOT ONLY PURPOSE AND
EFFORT, BUT BALANCE.

North German Lloyd Poster

North German Lloyd connected Bremen with New York and carried thousands of German
immigrants toward new lives in America. At nineteen, Emilie Ecker made that journey aboard
the steamship Bremen, arriving in New York on September 23, 1867.

TUCKMANTEL > ZIMMERMAN - CONNELLY

111

44



Chapter Six | Complete v45 layout option | 20 October 2026
Book pages 112-113

V ,f
/ }/y. //(%f oo leeterrze s /j@

V':-ﬂ. e A

ﬁ'?f A ..a'-r-ll"rfa:'c..'l ;fff&l‘." #_‘_ / tr ‘:-) # -/ f *‘f _‘f /
o Aftva @ et soraee 7 ﬂ?}/f.
- jf": /‘ 1—1"'- 4/ _f!.-://.‘" ’ / é_ #‘i -r ’-ﬁ-‘?-l-\. f p—é’q, 5

ihif -

= ‘ & -"-:'.r..r.uﬂ gffﬂ rr80 L;‘-H f *”“!‘:* fﬁ"t 4 ‘(‘f/
2P - -':?

e tet S sonnis I :

{JJ/ 1’4 ;f:.',‘/f """lu ﬁ ‘_’. f :ﬁ'{l! nif;,-»--u-f;I
o e M " l"?'-* .F‘l""lf -::_q-; __,.,f‘ ; I
e ,ff.,_a,,u ,/‘ f:} 4-,;___ _rt-:‘? .-1...,, |

- _, = Z 4

Marriage of Charles Tuckmantel and Emilie Ecker, April 4, 1869

The Salem Zion Church register records the Philadelphia marriage of Carl Tuckmantel and Emilie Ecker. Ancestry mistakenly indexed the surname as
“Duckmantel,” obscuring the record for more than 150 years.
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A younger portrait of Charles Tuckmantel
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Charles Tuckmantel’s Obituary

Charles Tuckmantel’s 1926 obituary remembered his thirty-five years
with the S. S. White Dental Manufacturing Company and his role as a
founder of Philadelphia’s Arion Singing Society—a life shaped by skilled

work, music, and community.

CHF&RLFS
..j,f&SQHWZﬁ
s M LT E ecs

1648'*'3‘}2[. 8
B EM MA e
ABTH—1954
MOBERY
1585 —=-10543
NURIBRINK
HERTIIA T,
LIS~ 18a%3d)
AMYAIA M
Va7 VERSS

BRUBERNUTISEL
i e JESSE 1
1YY -

e -u-_ .1.- =
..’_'n.""lr -‘-- ..-'_.::" Arepads 1.-’3

o ,-—-.n
.---q,._

Tuckmantel Family Monument

The Tuckmantel family monument marks the resting place of Charles
and Emilie, whose separate journeys from Germany came together in
Philadelphia and established a family legacy in America.
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Charles Tuckmantel, a Philadelphia watchmaker and craftsman whose determination carried
him through profound physical adversity.

116

Charles Tuckmantel & Clara Cordialia Kirchner Tuckmantel

JUNE 21, 1872 - NOVEMBER 9, 1933
FEBRUARY 14, 1877 - APRIL 19, 1954

Jheat Frrrens

THE CRAFTSMAN WHO ADAPTED AND THE WOMAN WHO MADE FAMILY HER LEGACY

Charles Tuckmantel, a skilled Philadelphia watchmaker
and jeweler whose craftsmanship and determination
sustained his family through adversity.

Charles Tuckmantel was born on June 21, 1872, in
Philadelphia, the son of German immigrants Charles

Karl Tuckmantel and Emilie Ecker. Born only a few years
after his parents arrived in America, Charles belonged

to the first American-born generation of the Tuckmantel
family. He grew up within Philadelphia’s thriving German-
American community, where skilled craftsmanship, hard
work, and devotion to family were deeply rooted traditions.

Clara Cordialia Kirchner was born in Philadelphia on
February 14, 1877. She was the daughter of German
immigrant Gustave Adolph Kirchner—a funeral director,
entrepreneur, and newspaper editor—and Margaret
“Maggie” Young Kirchner. Although born in America,
Clara was also raised in a home shaped by German
language and culture, as well as the traditions of the Young
family whose American roots extended back to the colonial
period.

Clara’s middle name, Cordialia, was not traditionally
German. Best known through Shakespeare’s King Lear,

the name had become familiar in nineteenth-century
America. Its pairing with Clara offers a small but intriguing
reflection of her family’s evolving identity: she was the
Philadelphia-born daughter of German immigrants,

raised within German traditions but belonging to a new
American generation.

Clara’s childhood was marked by profound loss. Her
brother John died in 1890, her sister Mary Ellen in 1892,
and her sister Katie in 1896. In 1897, Clara also lost her
mother, Margaret. By the time she reached adulthood,
Clara was the only surviving child of Gustave and Margaret
Kirchner.

On October 19, 1898, Charles and Clara married in
Philadelphia, uniting two established German-American
families. A contemporary newspaper listing announcing
the marriage license preserved their names together at the
beginning of a partnership that would last thirty-five years.

They made their home in Philadelphia’s Twenty-Ninth
Ward and raised three children—Margaret Emilie, Charles
Gustav, and Katherine Louise. Federal censuses from 1900
through 1930 follow the family across more than three
decades, with Charles supporting the household through
his craft and Clara creating its steady center.
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Clara Cordialia Kirchner Tuckmantel, remembered for her independence, warmth, and the
freedom she gave children to simply be children.
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(Marriage Licenses,
Marriages and Deaths
LICENSES 7

Marriage-license notice

A beginning recorded in print. The 1898 newspaper listing
of marriage licenses includes Charles Tuckmantel Jr. and Clara
Kirchner. They married in Philadelphia on October 19, 1898.
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Charles earned his living as a watchmaker and jeweler, work
that demanded patience, precision, and meticulous attention
to detail. His abilities were likely influenced by the example of
his father, a skilled metalworker. In an era before disposable
goods, craftsmen like Charles repaired watches and jewelry
that families expected to preserve for generations. Family
members remembered him as an exceptionally talented
craftsman whose careful workmanship earned the trust of
those who placed valued possessions in his hands.

At some point, Charles lost a leg. A family photograph shows
him seated on the porch of his home, with a crutch beside
him—a quiet but powerful image of the physical hardship

he faced. Rather than allowing the disability to end his
working life, Charles adapted. Family tradition recalls that he
expanded his work from home, repairing watches and jewelry
for neighbors who came to rely upon his skill, fair prices,

and honest dealings. His reputation traveled through the

recommendations of satisfied customers.

While Charles demonstrated resilience through his craft,
Clara provided the warmth and stability that sustained their
home. Together they experienced a period of remarkable
change—from horse-drawn transportation to automobiles,
from gaslight to electricity, through World War I and into
the opening years of the Great Depression. They adapted to
a rapidly changing world while remaining devoted to their
children and to one another.

The documentary record also reveals how carefully Clara’s
future had been protected. Her father, Gustave Adolph
Kirchner, provided her with $15,000 and real estate, including
a family home and another property. These substantial
provisions offered her a measure of financial security and
independence. For a father who had lost his wife and three of
their four children, Clara was his only surviving child from his

first marriage.

Gustave’s second wife, Elizabeth Kirchner, continued that
pattern of care by leaving Clara an additional $5,000 in her
will. The document offers no explanation for the bequest, but
the gift itself suggests a meaningful relationship between Clara
and the woman who had become her stepmother.

That family care can also be traced through treasured objects
preserved across the generations. A silver service dated 1870
and bearing the initials “GMK” connects the heirloom to
Gustave and Margaret Kirchner at the beginning of their

life together. Although no surviving document confirms its
original purpose, the date and initials suggest that it may have
been a wedding gift. A cocoa service was preserved alongside
it, likewise, remembered as a family heirloom.

These objects were treated differently from ordinary household
possessions. Carefully protected rather than dispersed through
everyday use, they passed through Clara’s descendants as a
material connection to earlier generations. The wills, houses,
and heirlooms together reveal something the census cannot:
Clara belonged to a family in which love and responsibility
were expressed in tangible ways—through financial protection,
a secure home, cherished possessions, and memories
deliberately handed down.

Charles died on November 9, 1933, at the age of sixty-one.
His death certificate identifies his occupation as jeweler and
records pulmonary tuberculosis, with pulmonary hemorrhage
as a contributing cause. After thirty-five years of marriage,
Clara entered more than two decades of widowhood. The
1940 and 1950 censuses record her as head of her household,
reflecting the independence that characterized the final
chapter of her life.

Clara died at her Jefferson Street home on April 19, 1954, at
the age of seventy-seven. Her obituary recorded that she was
survived by two daughters, seven grandchildren, and six great-
grandchildren—a family extending outward from the home
she and Charles had created.

TUCKMANTEL > ZIMMERMAN - CONNELLY

Charles on the porch

Charles seated on the porch of his Philadelphia home, with his crutch beside him. After
losing a leg, he adapted his work as a watchmaker and jeweler and continued providing for his
family through the skill of his own hands.
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Clara Cordialia Kirchner Tuckmantel in later life. This second surviving portrait allows us to see her not only as

Charles’s young wife, but as the independent woman and family matriarch she became.

For our family, however, Clara is remembered for something
far more personal than any census, will, or death certificate
can convey. She was my mother Shirley’s favorite person.
Throughout her life, my mother spoke of Clara with
unmistakable affection, remembering her as an independent
thinker who knew how to enjoy life. She recalled her warmth,
kindness, gentle spirit, and quiet strength—and especially the
freedom Clara gave children to simply be children.

Charles and Clara left different but complementary legacies.
Charles showed that hardship need not determine the course
of a life. He adapted, trusted his skill, and continued providing
for his family through the work of his own hands. Clara
created a home in which affection, patience, and individuality
could flourish. Together, they demonstrated that family
strength is built through both perseverance and love.

Clara died at her Jeftferson Street home on April 19, 1954,
at the age of seventy-seven, leaving behind two daughters,
seven grandchildren, six great-grandchildren, and a legacy of

warmth that continued through them.

CARRY AWAY

WHEN LIFE CHANGES UNEXPECTEDLY, ADAPT WITHOUT
SURRENDERING WHAT GIVES YOU PURPOSE. CHARLES
CONTINUED CREATING AND PROVIDING THROUGH
THE SKILL OF HIS OWN HANDS, WHILE CLARA FILLED
THEIR HOME WITH WARMTH AND GAVE CHILDREN

THE FREEDOM TO BE THEMSELVES. THE OBSTACLES WE
OVERCOME AND THE WAY WE MAKE OTHERS FEEL MAY
BECOME THE LEGACIES REMEMBERED LONGEST.

THE AMERICAN PORTRAITS

WOLEFE - FREAS > YOUNG > KIRCHNER >
TUCKMANTEL

THE EARLIEST ROAD TO AMERICA

The earliest documented journey to America in this family
story begins with Hans Bernhard Wolfe and Susanna
Ludwig. In 1727, they left Germany with members of their
family, crossed the Atlantic aboard the William and Sarah, and
arrived in Philadelphia on September 18.

Their voyage marks the beginning of nearly three centuries

of documented family life in America. Other branches would
follow different routes, at different times and under different
circumstances. But among the families whose portraits appear
in these pages, the Wolfes provide our earliest known starting
point.

Their road to America becomes the opening road in our American family
story.

TUCKMANTEL > ZIMMERMAN > CONNELLY
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Mrs. C. Tu_t.:rmaniel

Mrs. Clara Kirchner Tuckman-
tel, widow of Charles Tuckmantel,
died Sundav at her home, 2821
Jefferson st. She was 7T7.
~ She is survived by two daughters,
‘Mrs. John Zimmerman and Mrs.
Walter Clement; seven grand-
children and six great-grandchil-

dren.
Funeral services will be held at
1:30 P. M. Thursdayv at her home.
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The Wolfe Family’s German Homeland, circa 1700

This map shows Sinsheim—identified as “Sintzheim” near the center—and the surrounding region of Baden where Hans Bernhard and Susanna Wolfe raised
their family. Nearby Steinsfurt was the site of Hans Bernhard’s 1674 baptism and the recorded baptisms of their children.

Source: Guillaume Sanson, Oriental Part of the Palatinate and the Electorate of the Rhine (Paris, 1700). Image reproduced by the Janet and Robert Wolfe
Genealogy collection, hosted on the University of Michigan website; original map referenced through Old Maps Online.

Hans Bernhard Wolfe & Susanna Ludwig

MARCH 2, 1674 - NOVEMBER 1756 | 1675-1757

GERMAN IMMIGRANTS - WEAVER - PENNSYLVANIA PIONEERS

Hans Bernhard Wolfe was born in Steinsfurt, Baden,
Germany, and baptized there on March 2, 1674, the son of
Isaac Wolff and Elisabetha Ludwig. Susanna Ludwig was
born in the same community the following year.

Together, Hans and Susanna raised a large family in
Steinsfurt. The Reformed church records document the
baptisms of nine children between 1695 and 1716. Two
died young. Their surviving children included sons Hans
Georg, Johannes Bernhard, George Michael and Jeremias,
and daughters Anna Maria, Susanna and Anna Elisabeth.

By 1727, Hans and Susanna were no longer young people
setting out to find themselves. They were a couple in their
early fifties with an established family, leaving behind the
community where they had spent their lives and where
their children had been born. Their departure was not
simply Hans’s immigration—it was the movement of a

family.

On September 18, 1727, the William and Sarah arrived
at Philadelphia carrying approximately 400 emigrants,
including Hans Bernhard Wolfe and members of his
family. The ship, commanded by William Hill, had sailed
from Rotterdam by way of Dover, England.

The surviving records preserve Hans’s name in several
forms, including Jans Bernard Wolff and Hans Bernhart
Wolff. On September 21, three days after the ship’s arrival,
he appeared before Pennsylvania’s governor and council
and took the required oath of fidelity.

Later research by genealogist Annette Kunselman
Burgert connected the immigrant with the Wolfe family
documented in the Steinsfurt Reformed church books.
Burgert’s research brought together the German parish
records, and the Pennsylvania passenger lists, identifying
six members of the family in the 1727 migration.

Hans and Susanna are unusually well documented for a
family living more than three centuries ago. The extensive
Janet and Robert Wolfe Genealogy collection, hosted on
the University of Michigan website, brings together images
and transcriptions from the Steinsfurt church registers,
colonial passenger and oath lists, published German
emigration research, and Lancaster County land, tax and
probate records. Taken together, these sources create

a strong documentary connection between the Wolfe
family of Steinsfurt and the family that settled in colonial

Pennsylvania.

WOLFE > FREAS > YOUNG » KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL
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1674 Baptism record of Hans Bernhardt, son of Isaac and
Elisabetha Wolf

Steinsfurt Mischbuch 1653-1790, image 12.

The William and Sarah — period-style illustration

Hans Bernhard Wolfe and his family arrived at Philadelphia aboard the
William and Sarah on September 18, 1727.

A

William: and Sarah 1727 g

were imported into this Province in the Ship William and
Sarah, William Hill, Master, from Rotterdam, but last from
Dover, as by Clearance from the Officers of his Majesties Cus-
toms there; And the said Master being asked, if he had any li-
cense from the Court of Great Britain for transporting those
People, & what their Intentions were in coming hither, said that
he had no other License or Allowance for their Transportation
than the above Clearance, and that he believed they designed
to settle in this Province. They were then called in, and the sev-
eral Persons whose names were subjoyned did repeat & sub-
scribe the foregoing Declaration.”

From the Minutes of the Provincial Council, printed in
Colonial Records, vol. 111, p. 283.

[List 1 B] Palatines imported in the ship Will® & Sarah,
Will™ Hill, Comm* from Rotterdam, who hereunto sett their
hands the 21* of Sep” 1727, in the presence of the Gov® &
Council.

G. M. Weis, V.D.M_* Hans Mart. (W) Weller
Johann Gebrg Schwab Hans Jerg Viogelle o
Hans Bernhart Wolff Willem Herr wi
Joh. Friederich Hilligass Johannes Barth

Rudolff Beyl Hans Caspar Spengler
Hans Michel Diel Hans Girg Cremmer
Sebiistian Graff Hanns Martin Mill
Johannes Huth Andres (A) Holsbacher
Philibs Jacob Rheinlender Jacob Bausel : Fi
Philip (<) Zigler Hans Adam (/) Miller
Tobias Frey Johan Jacob Cuntz

Hans Jerch Anspacher Hans Jorg Wolff -
Johann Peter Seitz Philib Rutschly

Joseph Albrecht Hans Ernst Rudi

Johannes Eckman Elias Mever . ;
Jerich Schuhmacher Hans Michael Zimmerman
Jacob Jost Hans Gorg Welcker
Michel Borttle Hans Phillip Schweikhardt
Rutolff Wellecker . Allexand. Dubendérfer
Jeorg Petter Hans Martin Liebenstein

* For the history of this colony, led by the Reformed minister, George Michael
Weiss, see History of the Goshenhoppen Chargs, pp. 19—45.. '

Oath of Fidelity, September 21, 1727

4

Three days after the William and Sarah arrived at Philadelphia, Hans Bernhart Wolff appeared before Pennsylvania’s
governor and council and took the required oath of fidelity. His name appears in the left column.

Source: Ralph Beaver Strassburger, Pennsylvania German Pioneers, edited by William John Hinke, vol. 1 (1934), 9,

List 1B.
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When Hans and Susanna stepped ashore, they brought with
them not merely their belongings, but decades of family

life already established in Germany. Their eldest son, Hans
Georg, had been baptized in December 1695. Their youngest
documented daughter, Anna Elisabetha, had been baptized in
1716. The family arriving in Pennsylvania therefore included
both adults and younger children whose lives had begun in
Steinsfurt.

The Wolfes became part of the substantial German migration
transforming colonial Pennsylvania. Family histories

place them among the Palatine settlers associated with the
Tulpehocken region, while surviving records also connect
members of the family with Lancaster County. There Hans
established himself sufficiently to own a house and lot and to
practice his trade as a weaver.

That occupation gives us an unusually tangible glimpse of
his everyday life. Hans Bernhard Wolfe was not a political
leader, military commander or wealthy colonial figure. He
was a craftsman. Weaving was skilled and necessary work in
an eighteenth-century community. Cloth had to be made,
households clothed and the practical needs of a growing
settlement met. Hans’s trade placed him squarely within the
working life of colonial Pennsylvania.

Near the end of his life, the record becomes remarkably
personal.

On November 2, 1756, describing himself as “Bernhard Wolfe
of the Borough of Lancaster in the County of Lancaster,
Weaver,” Hans made his last will and testament. He was “very
sick and weak of body” but declared himself of sound mind

and memory.

The complete transcript of his will follows. Its original spelling

has been preserved.

THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF BERNHARD
WOLFE

November 2, 1756

ORIGINAL-RECORD REFERENCE:

Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Probate Records, Will Book
B, page 145, will of Bernhard Wolfe, dated November 2, 1756;
proved November 6, 1756.

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE:

Transcript reproduced by Janet and Robert Wolfe Genealogy,
hosted on the University of Michigan website, citing Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania, Probate Records, B-145; also available
in the Pennsylvania, U.S., Wills and Probate Records collection

at Ancestry.
The will reveals more than property. It reveals relationships.

Hans remembered Jeremias Wolfe and John George Wolfe
and provided for members of the extended family, including
descendants of those who had died before him. He directed
that his house and lot be sold and that the remainder of his
estate be distributed according to his instructions.

One small bequest may tell us more about Hans than the
property does.

To his friend Friedrick Feldberger, Hans left a pair of blue
leather breeches, a blue coat, a red-colored sleeveless jacket,
a hat and his best pair of shoes. He also explained why: his
friend had attended him during his sickness and remained
with him to the end.

More than 250 years later, that acknowledgment survives.
Amid instructions concerning property and inheritance, Hans
remembered the friend who stayed beside him when he was
sick.

WOLFE > FREAS > YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL

Bernhard Wolfe Deceased:

In the name of God Amen. I, Bernhard Wolfe of
the Borrough of Lancaster in the County of
Lancaster, Weaver being at present very sick &
weack of Body but of Sound Mind & Memory,
Thanks be given unto God, and as Thoughing
and Knowing That it is appointed for all Men
once to die, do Macke and ordain this my Last
Will and Testament. Imprimis, It is my Will that
all my just Debts and funerall Charges shall be
paid and satisfied, Item, I Give to Jeremias
Wolfe and John George Wolfe, to each of them
the sum of one shilling sterling, to be them or
their full share of my estate, I Give and
bequeath unto my beloved friend, Friedrick
Feldberger, one pare of Blew Leder Pridges
(Britches), a Blew Coat, and unter Jacked
Redlidge Coller without Sleaves, one Hatt, one
pare Shoes my best, being for tanting me in my
Sickness to my End. Item, I will and give and
bequeath unto my beloved Brother-in-Law,
Lorrantz hooft, and George Michael Wolfe his
children and George Kinder deceas'd. his three
Daughters, the remaining of my Estate to be
devided among the said partice [parties] in
share and share alike, and also the children of
Jacob Shircke Deceas'd, his Childrens to be in
Equal Share with the above mentioned in part
with the named, their and each of them or their
Heirs and Assigns forever, and it is my Will
further that I give Power and Authority to my
hereafter named Executors to Sell and Dispose
of my House and Lot for the best price he can

131

54



Chapter Six | Complete v45 layout option | 20 October 2026

Book pages 132-133

to each partice his share. Item, I Nominate
Macke and appoint my beloved Friend, George
Michael Swob to be my Executor to this my last
Will and Testament And do hereby utterly
Desallow revocke and Desanull all and every
other Wills, Legacies and Executors by me at
any time before this time named Willed and
bequeathed, Ratifying and Confirming this and
no others to be my last Will and Testament. In
Witness whereof 1 have here unto set my hand
and Seal to the second Day of November 1n the
Year of our lord, One Thousand seven hundred
and fifty six, 1756.

Barnhard (his Marke) Wolfe

Memorantom, That the 24th line the word
Jacob was interlined before Sealing & Signing.

Signed sealed published pronounced and
declared by the said Bernhard Wolfe as his last
Will & Testament in the presents of us - Abram
Myer - Martin Shretter -

Complete will transcript

132

WOLFE > FREAS > YOUNG » KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL

Hans marked his will on November 2, 1756. Four days later, on
November 6, witnesses appeared before the Lancaster County
authorities to prove it. The contemporary probate record
establishes that he was alive in November 1756, superseding a
later family tradition that placed his death in 1748.

Susanna survived him. Her life had begun in Steinsfurt in
1675 and ended in Pennsylvania in 1757. Together, their lives
stretched across more than eighty years and across an ocean—
from a small German community to a rapidly developing
British colony in North America.

They arrived as part of a family. They established themselves
in Pennsylvania. Their children and grandchildren carried the

Wolfe family forward into succeeding generations of American

life.

And Hans left behind one particularly appropriate word by
which we can remember him:

Weaver.

That occupation gives us an unusually tangible glimpse of his
everyday life. Hans Bernhard

Wolfe was a textile weaver—a skilled craftsman who operated
a loom to interlace threads of wool, flax or other fibers into
cloth. He did not weave baskets; he produced the fabric
needed for clothing, bedding and other household necessities.
In an eighteenth-century community where most goods had
to be made locally, his work was both practical and essential.
He spent his working life taking individual threads and joining
them into something useful and enduring.

Nearly three centuries later, his family’s thread remains part of
a much larger American fabric.

Research and selected historical images: Janet and Robert
Wolfe Genealogy, hosted on the University of Michigan
website. Original records and image sources credited

individually where identified.

CARRY AWAY

WHAT WE WEAVE INTO THE LIVES OF OTHERS CAN
OUTLAST US.
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Burial location: Saint Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church Cemetery in Lafayette Hill,
Pennsylvania for Ann Elizabeth Hirsch Friese and George Friese Sr.

George Freas (Friess) Sr. & Ann Elizabeth Hirsch

1729-1809 | 1728-1800

BEGINNING AGAIN IN PENNSYLVANIA

George Freas, whose name appears in records in several
forms, including Georg Friess and George Freiss, was born
in Germany in 1729. In 1754, at about twenty-five years
old, he immigrated to Pennsylvania. His name appears
among the immigrants arriving that year, beginning the
American chapter of a family that would remain rooted in
southeastern Pennsylvania for generations.

By 1765, George was living in White Marsh, then part of
Philadelphia County. A surviving record identifies George
Freiss there in connection with the naturalization of
foreign Protestants and records him as a juror. Only eleven
years after his arrival, he had established a place within the
community where he was building his life.

George and Ann Elizabeth made their home in the
Whitemarsh and Upper Merion area. Their lives became
intertwined with a growing German-American community
of farms, churches, tradesmen, and neighboring
settlements outside Philadelphia. By the 1800 census,
George was recorded in Upper Merion.

Land became an important part of the family’s security. It
provided space to live and work, supported a livelihood,
and could be passed to the next generation. The

property addressed in George’s will offers evidence of the
permanence he created during more than half a century in
Pennsylvania.

The surrounding countryside also preserves traces of the
broader Freas family’s presence. A published history of
Whitemarsh records that an estate settlement filed in 1796
showed a property purchase by George Freas at Marble
Hall, formerly the home of surveyor and schoolmaster
Patrick Menan. The account does not distinguish the elder
George from his son. Elsewhere, the history describes iron
ore extracted from former Freas and Hiltner properties,
revealing another dimension of the land’s value in the
community.

An April 1, 1783, bond identifies both George and his son
George Jr. as cordwainers, or shoemakers, documenting
the craft practiced by two generations of the family.

Ann Elizabeth died in 1800. George lived until April
1809, reaching approximately eighty years of age. His will
provides a final glimpse of the resources he could leave to
those who followed him.

Together, George and Ann Elizabeth represent a
fundamental part of the family’s early Pennsylvania story:
immigration followed by establishment. They created a
home, raised a family, became part of their community,

and left a foundation upon which succeeding generations
could build.

WOLFE > FREAS > YOUNG > KIRCHNER » TUCKMANTEL
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Survey of George Freas the Elder’s property, March 1791. This hand-drawn plan records a
62-acre tract in Whitemarsh Township, divided into four lots at George’s direction. Historical
Society of Pennsylvania, Freas Family Papers.

136 WOLFE > FREAS > YOUNG > KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL

y

A

Bond naming George Freas Sr. and George Freas Jr., April 1, 1783. Both men are identified as
cordwainers, or shoemakers, in Whitemarsh Township—a glimpse of the family’s work across two
generations. Courtesy of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Freas Family Papers.

4

CARRY AWAY

ADAPT TO THE LIFE BEFORE YOU. BEGINNING AGAIN CAN BRING MORE THAN ONE OPPORTUNITY TO FIND HAPPINESS
WITHIN A LIFETIME.
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Burial location: Saint Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church Cemetery in Lafayette Hill, Pennsylvania for Barbara

Wolf Friese and George Friese.

George Freas & Barbara Wolf

AUGUST 2, 1753 - DECEMBER 15, 1834 AUGUST 21, 1755 - AUGUST 7, 1837

T Gieet Gicrfparents

THE PENNSYLVANIA GERMAN PATRIOTS

George Freas was born in 1753, the son of George Freas Sr.,
a German immigrant who arrived in Pennsylvania in 1754
and established his family in the Whitemarsh area. The
younger George grew up within a family whose livelihood
was closely connected to land, a foundation that would
continue through succeeding generations.

George came of age during the American Revolution. His
name survives in a published record of Revolutionary
soldiers’ graves in Montgomery County, where George
Freese, Jr. is listed among the soldiers associated with
White Marsh. The designation “Jr” distinguishes him
from his father and places the younger George within the
Revolutionary generation.

George married Barbara Wolf, bringing together two
German families whose histories had already taken root in
colonial Pennsylvania. Barbara’s family line leads back to
Hans Bernhard Wolfe and Susanna Ludwig, who arrived
in Pennsylvania in 1727. Through George and Barbara’s

marriage, the Freas and Wolf stories became joined.

George was about twenty-two when the Revolutionary
War began. He and Barbara were building their family in
Whitemarsh when the Philadelphia campaign, military
activity around Whitemarsh and Barren Hill, and the
nearby Valley Forge encampment brought the war into
their region.

Armies moving through the countryside needed food,
livestock, horses, wagons, grain, and firewood—the same
resources upon which farming households depended.
Although no surviving record establishes that the Freas
farm itself was taken or damaged, maintaining a livelihood
and feeding a family amid such activity would have
presented challenges. The Revolution was unfolding
around the community in which they lived and worked.

A surviving certificate in the Freas Family Papers records
that George Frees of White Marsh Township voluntarily
took Pennsylvania’s Oath of Allegiance and Fidelity

on April 9, 1779. George Freas Jr. served during the
Revolutionary War and is recognized as a patriot by the
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR). His name
also appears explicitly as “George Freas Jr.” in the oath
record, documenting his taking the oath.

George and Barbara became the parents of ten children:
John, George, Samuel, Jacob, Benjamin, Daniel, Joseph,
William, Mary, and Catherine. Their children carried
the family’s farming and trade connections into the next

generation.

WOLFE > FREAS > YOUNG - KIRCHNER > TUCKMANTEL
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A later Montgomery County history records that George spent
his early life on the family homestead farm. Their son Daniel,
born on the Whitemarsh homestead in 1792, continued
farming throughout his life. Other sons followed different
paths. Samuel became a well-known blacksmith at Cold Point,
while Joseph apprenticed with Samuel before deciding that
blacksmithing was not for him and becoming a farmer.

These accounts reveal how practical knowledge passed within
the family. Learning a trade involved instruction, repetition,
and work alongside someone who already knew the craft.

The brothers’ experience also shows that the next generation
could build upon its inheritance while choosing a different
occupation.

The Freas family developed a lasting civic and political
identity. A Montgomery County history described this branch
of the family as Whigs in politics, a tradition their descendants
maintained until the formation of the Republican Party,

when they transferred their political allegiance to the new
organization. Across generations, the family participated in
the changing political life of the country.

A substantial documentary record preserves further glimpses
of their affairs. Approximately seventy-five documents in the
Freas Family Papers at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania,
together with material preserved by the Historical Society of
Montgomery County, illuminate property, transactions, trades,
and family responsibilities across generations. These papers
give depth to the family’s story through the details of everyday
decisions and obligations.

George’s will, written in November 1834, offers a particularly
personal view of the family he and Barbara had built. He made
provisions for Barbara during her widowhood and distributed
money and property among their children and descendants.

George died on December 15, 1834, at the age of eighty-

one. Barbara survived him until August 7, 1837. Their lives
extended from colonial Pennsylvania through the Revolution
and into the first decades of the United States. Their
descendants continued the region’s farms, in its trades, and
within its communities.

CARRY AWAY

STAND TOGETHER WHEN HISTORY ARRIVES AT YOUR
DOORSTEP. GEORGE AND BARBARA RAISED THEIR
FAMILY WHILE THE REVOLUTION UNFOLDED AROUND
THEM. THEIR STORY REMINDS US THAT SUSTAINING A
HOME, SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER, AND PREPARING
THE NEXT GENERATION REMAIN MEANINGFUL
RESPONSIBILITIES IN UNCERTAIN TIMES.

Oath of Allegiance and Fidelity — George Frees, April 9, 1779 This surviving certificate records that George Frees Jr. of White Marsh Township
voluntarily took and subscribed Pennsylvania’s Oath of Allegiance and Fidelity during the Revolutionary War. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Freas Family
Papers, Collection 1344. The document explicitly names George Frees, whose Revolutionary War service is also recognized by the Daughters of the American
Revolution as George Frees Jr.

WOLFE > FREAS > YOUNG > KIRCHNER » TUCKMANTEL
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George Freas’s Signature — January 11, 1803

More than two decades after his Revolutionary-era oath, George signed this notice concerning a house and premises as “George Frise,” preserving his signature in the
Freas Family Papers.

142

Indentured apprenticeship agreement, February 11, 1789. A seven-year agreement
bound an apprentice to George Freas to learn a trade, with George providing instruction
and upkeep. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Freas Family Papers.
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Will of George Freas Jr., proved in 1834. George’s will records his provisions for his wife Barbara and other family members, offering a view of the

household and property he left behind.
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The Tools of a Shoemaker Worn knives, awls, files, hammers, thread, sharpening stones, and a shoemaker’s anvil represent the specialized hand tools
upon which craftsmen like George W. Freas relied. Each pair of shoes required patience, precision, and practiced skill.

George W. Freas & Elizabeth Wilson Freas

DECEMBER 8, 1780 - FEBRUARY 5, 1859 ABOUT 1794 - JULY 15, 1855

Fverthl Great-Grandfiarents

THE SHOEMAKER AND THE HOME THEY BUILT

George W. Freas was born on December 8, 1780, in
Pennsylvania, the son of George Freas and Barbara Wolf.
He entered the world during the closing years of the
American Revolution and grew to adulthood as the newly
independent nation began establishing its identity. His
wife, Elizabeth Wilson, was born about 1794. Together,
they built their family’s life in the communities northwest
of Philadelphia.

Records trace George through Upper Merion, Whitemarsh
Township, Plymouth Township, Germantown, and finally
Roxborough. These neighboring communities were home
to generations of farmers, artisans, and tradesmen whose
labor supported Philadelphia’s growth. Among those
skilled craftsmen was George, who earned his living as a
shoemaker.

By 1850, George and Elizabeth were living in Germantown.

The federal census identified the seventy-year-old George
as a shoemaker and recorded real estate valued at $500. His
identification with the trade at that age provides a glimpse
of the work by which he was known late in life.

Shoemaking required patience, precision, and practiced
skill. Hand tools included knives for cutting leather, awls
for making holes, hammers, and thread for stitching.
Wooden forms called lasts helped shape the shoes. Each
stage depended upon the craftsman’s judgment and
experience.

George lived through a period of considerable change

in American work and commerce. New transportation
routes and developing machinery altered how goods were
produced and sold. His occupation connects the family
to the skilled handwork upon which households and
communities had long depended.

Elizabeth appears less often in the surviving record. The
documents tell us more about George’s occupation than
about her daily life, but their family story belongs to both
of them. Census entries and funeral notices preserve
glimpses of their shared household and the relationships
that continued into the next generation.

Among their children was Margaret Freas, who married
Edmund Young in 1839. Edmund became a master
blacksmith, carriage builder, and inventor. Through
Margaret, the Freas family’s story joined another deeply
connected to skilled workmanship and useful invention.
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The 1850 census records George and Elizabeth Freas in Germantown, identifying
George as a seventy-year-old shoemaker with real estate valued at $500.

On the 15th instant, ELIZABETH, wife of George
Freas, inthe 61st year of Ler age.

The relatives and [nendas of the family are respeot.
fully mvited to attend the funeral, from the remdence
. of her hushand, Georre Freas, at Chesnut Hill, this
| (Friday)alternoon, st 1 o'ciock, without further Bo-
| LOe.

= & - & = = i - i i

Elizabeth Freas Death Notice, 1855 Published notice of Elizabeth Freas’s death on July 15, 1855, in the sixty-first year of her age. Her funeral departed
from the family residence at Chestnut Hill.

Elizabeth died on July 15, 1855, in the sixty-first year of her age. Her funeral departed from the family residence at Chestnut Hill.
George survived her by less than four years. He died on February 5, 1859, in the seventy-ninth year of his age, at the Ridge Road
home of their son-in- law William Hansberry. Both funeral notices directed mourners to the Baptist churchyard at Chestnut Hill.

George’s published death notice offers an unusually personal glimpse of the family. Its verses addressed his children and expressed
the Christian hope that their separation would not be permanent. Alongside the dates and places, the notice preserves something
of their grief, faith, and affection.

George and Elizabeth’s legacy continued through their children. Through Margaret’s marriage to Edmund Young, their family story
became part of another shaped by skilled work, enterprise, and perseverance.

REFLECTION

George’s occupation was recorded; much of Elizabeth’s work was not. Yet the household and family they shared belong to the story
of them both. Their portrait invites us to recognize the people whose contributions survive clearly in documents and those whose
lives must be understood through the smaller traces they left behind.

CARRY AWAY

LEARN A SKILL AND TAKE PRIDE IN DOING IT WELL—BUT REMEMBER THAT NO LIFE IS BUILT ALONE. LASTING WORK
GROWS FROM BOTH VISIBLE CRAFTSMANSHIP AND THE SUPPORT THAT MAKES IT POSSIBLE.
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George Freas Death Notice, 1859 George Freas died on February 5, 1859, in the seventy-ninth year of his age. The verses addressed to his children and the

funeral announcement preserve a rare expression of the family’s grief, faith, and affection.
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Johann Adam Gaiser
& Christina A. Frey

Johann Adam Gaiser

JULY 7, 1848- NOVEMBER 6, 1909

Christina A. Frey Gaiser

JULY 7, 1853-SEPTEMBER 7, 1915

THE VILLAGE BUTCHER AND THE HEART OF HIS HOME

Johann Adam Gaiser and Christina Frey were born five
years apart on the same date—July 7—in Schoenegrund,
near Rot in Wiirttemberg’s Black Forest region. Johann
was born in 1848, the son of Gottlieb Gaiser and Rosina
Magdalena Finkbeiner. Christina was born in 1853,

the daughter of Johann Bernard Frey and Catherine
Finkbeiner. Their families had lived in and around the
regional communities of the Black Forest for generations.

Johann and Christina married on November 23, 1873, in
Rot, Wiirttemberg. Their eldest child, Anna Mary Rosina
Gaiser, was born on January 8, 1874. She was followed by
nine more children, creating a large household whose daily
life required both hard work and cooperation.

Johann earned his living as a butcher, an essential village
trade that demanded physical strength, practical skill, and
an understanding of food preservation. In a community
such as Schoenegrund, the butcher supplied families with
an important part of their daily meals. Christina managed
their growing household and raised their children,
preserving the customs, recipes, and rhythms of family life
they had inherited in Germany.

On June 23, 1890, the steamship Maasdam arrived in
New York after sailing from Rotterdam and calling at
Boulogne. Among its passengers were Johann Adam and
Christine Gaiser and their children, including fifteen-
year-old Anna Maria—Marie Rosina. From New York, the
family continued to Philadelphia, where they began their
American lives. Their daughter Marie Rosina’s entry in the
1900 United States census records her immigration year
as 1890, independently supporting the date found in the
family’s German genealogical research.

The Gaisers initially settled in Philadelphia, where Marie
Rosina later established her own household with John
Baptist Zimmerman. Johann and Christina eventually
made their home across the Delaware River in Trenton,
New Jersey.

FREY > GAISER > ZIMMERMAN

153

65



Chapter Six | Complete v45 layout option | 20 October 2026

Book pages 154-155

154

Verfilmungsstelle:' Hauptstaatsarchiv Stuttgart
LANDESKIRCHLICHES ARCHIV STUTTGART 17
Kirchenbezirk: Freudenstadt

Klosterreichenbach

FAFE,

o mk Jrit 1“

Bobi | memenmm Eunt, G, :.'a-“','-h-'.f::"ﬁ' i ' | Trweatilivncn. E‘_‘
i | Wi | b ereern (MR | eam | e T i g

ol s e BEEE | - T .
o B g lad o oliinnr Sfimaimin £ " 4
s _{‘_ f{” 2 'j{_:_ ognd ik A ol A g, T ) ; d

e 5 S35, Ay L _z:_\:r-ﬁ.m FI c{,‘.’%m
- wadis i Mfm.. ; ul e |
afole fn ol Flwnd Jlted Bpaisansc ,,.-ﬁn!y‘ |
e fteid s ,;,," &&m; Buggpee st WA

I":f‘"‘ﬂ Agne FL_,”’J !
W i Aoy Sidke .'f:‘nfrfr” %'ﬁ*ﬁr e g Sk

ﬁﬁ;fﬁ,@, AS o 47 PO ﬁ‘;}i..m. ﬁfzzr} ‘2?"""-’ o 92,
Deiiwms | i an. ik "‘ﬂﬁ:’“. i e e 24 A6, 85
.J_le_,_ #ﬁ.f}f‘n &ad;-f‘- ﬂ-.fu-

: PR T & s ”n fiku 3 ;

it o ot i [ P&;ﬂﬁ; Mm o ;ﬂ}"m ikl it -
2, e fpelihog an bw £ Bunde guf Fodber s T P by
& i R MV‘QTN-’ )‘,’,',jf f
ﬁw.ﬁrﬁm m;ﬁ ’:;;,,}n_ _ngs’;'- j;;"_: ﬁ;&? £5 J.::.la,’;w. |

£

ki | A ddulpr
I8 %—- ,’3““‘7 =

=

Mﬁﬁw&"_l
T = bt wi o .
ﬂﬁmﬂhﬁﬁ J}_‘;““‘{fff.f,«" "l:“.?'u.aw £ ?“é;r"‘tﬂ ﬂ;¥p:l’ ﬁﬁm"{ (.gfd‘:guﬂ. &
] i s Pobiton s ki e 2. ek ”}
a4 i -

gl {:“ b %ﬁu %E’Wﬂ Al x A

e A.-I",.,gg.mf.i‘ e, " 2

v o ix, Al | Mo o | 50 i i SR s Makidn |
PUY) L - Fasiaiton ’f"";% . Aggie. T gk 00 f*‘“‘"’ gty | e

7 | ot Yot | St | 7 f Fdia | g

a ﬁf"‘(’.“f#“"
s w bl et

2 'y A ¥y, dbd

B b P Nt ptpintine | T

Johann Adam Gaiser and Christine Frey were married on November 23, 1873, in Rot, Wiirttemberg. The church
record identifies Christine as the twenty-year-old daughter of Johann Leonhard and Katharine Frey
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The Gaiser Family’s Arrival in America — 1890

Johann Adam Gaiser and his family arrived in New York aboard the steamship
Maasdam on June 23, 1890. Their passenger manifest records the family’s journey from
Germany by way of Rotterdam and Boulogne-sur-Mer—and the beginning of their life
together in America.

America gave the family a new setting, but many of the
traditions they carried with them remained centered
around the home and family table. Food provided
continuity between their Black Forest origins and their
American lives—something familiar that could be
prepared, shared, and passed from one generation to the
next.

Johann lived for nineteen years after arriving in America.
He died in Trenton on November 6, 1909, at the age of
sixty-one. Christina remained there for nearly six more
years, dying on September 7, 1915, at the age of sixty-
two. They were buried together at Riverview Cemetery in
Trenton, the American city that became their final home.

Johann and Christina spent most of their lives in the
Black Forest, but they made the defining decision to begin
again in America. Their years in Trenton established the
Gaiser family in a new country and gave their children the
foundation from which to build lives of their own.

CARRY AWAY

FOOD HAS ALWAYS BROUGHT PEOPLE TOGETHER.
RECIPES BECOME BUILDING BLOCKS OF FAMILY
MEMORIES, ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY ARE
RECORDED, LEARNED, AND PASSED ALONG. A
SHARED MEAL CAN CARRY A LITTLE PIECE OF
HOME FROM ONE GENERATION—AND EVEN ONE
COUNTRY—TO ANOTHER.

THE AMERICAN PORTRAITS

ZIMMERMAN

156 FREY > GAISER > ZIMMERMAN

i["hole from 4 ack’s el
JOHN GAISER,

John Gaiser

One of only two known photographs of John,
preserved with his Riverview Cemetery record.
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Memorial Stone

The shared memorial stone of John A. and Christina Gaiser in Riverview Cemetery, Trenton, New Jersey. Johann died on November 6,
1909, and Christina on September 7, 1915, after establishing their family’s new home in Trenton.

FREY > GAISER > ZIMMERMAN
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The S8S Majestic was a steamship built in 1890 for
and operated by the White Star Line.

Arrival in America

The steamship SS Majestic carried John Baptist Zimmerman from Germany to Philadelphia in 1890, beginning his new life in America.

160

John Baptist Zimmerman & Marie Rosina Gaiser Zimmerman

NOVEMBER 28, 1861 - AUGUST 8, 1940
JANUARY 8, 1874 - JUNE 2, 1937

Fheat Frrfrens

FROM SOUTHERN GERMANY TO BREWERYTOWN

John Baptist Zimmerman was born on November 28,
1861, in Eslarn, in Bavaria’s Upper Palatinate near the
Bohemian border. According to the 1912 Gazetteer of
the German Empire, Eslarn was a market town in east
central Bavaria, on the Bohemian (Czech) border. It
had about 2600 residents, a Catholic church, a brewery
(where John undoubtedly worked before coming to
America), tannery, sawmill and other industries. Although
Eslarn, the Zimmerman home, had a Catholic parish,
the Zimmermans belonged to the Lutheran church.
The Lutherans in Eslarn attended church in nearby
Vohenstrauss.

Research conducted by ProGenealogist, Inc., located
German documentation confirming John Baptist
Zimmerman’ birth on November 28, 1861. An entry
identified him as a resident of Eslarn, recorded his
marriage to Margaretha Sclaffer in 1890, and noted that he
had emigrated to America. No children were noted in that
entry.

The research also revealed a transition in the family home.
John acquired his parents’ property in 1889, just three days
before his mother’s death. His sister Maria, born in 1869,

subsequently took possession of the house on February 24,

1891, after his departure for America.

My mother, Shirley Zimmerman Connelly, recalled

that her grandfather might have left a family behind in
Germany. The recorded marriage gives that recollection

a possible basis, although it does not establish whether
Margaretha remained in Germany or accompanied John to

America. Her subsequent fate remains unresolved.

Marie Rosina Gaiser was born on January 8, 1874, in
Schoenegrund, a small Black Forest hamlet near Rot in
Wiirttemberg. The hamlet of Schonegrund (beautiful
ground) had about 200 residents and was a part of the
community of Rot. She was baptized three days later in the
Protestant parish serving the surrounding villages.

Although both were born in southern Germany, they came
from distinctly different regions. John’s birthplace lay in
eastern Bavaria, while Marie grew up among the forests,
farms, and small communities of Wiirttemberg. Their

paths eventually converged in Philadelphia.

John departed Germany through the port of Hamburg and
crossed the Atlantic aboard the S.S. Majestic, arriving in
New York in 1890. This immigration year is also recorded
in the 1900 United States census. From New York, he
continued to Philadelphia, where he established his home
and raised his family.

GAISER > ZIMMERMAN > CONNELLY
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In June 1890, sixteen-year-old Marie emigrated with her
parents, Johann Adam Gaiser and Christina Frey, and other
members of their family. The Gaisers initially settled in
Philadelphia before her parents later established their home in
Trenton, New Jersey. Marie’s 1900 census entry independently
records her immigration year as 1890.

John and Marie married on November 19, 1893, at Christus
Lutheran Church in Philadelphia. The bride’s parents, Johann
Gaiser and Christine were the witnesses to the marriage.
Although they had come from opposite sides of southern
Germany, they shared a German language, cultural traditions,
and Lutheran faith. Together they created a new family life in
Philadelphia while maintaining connections to the country
they had left behind.

They became the parents of nine children: Frederick, John,
Herman, Marie—known as “Mame”—Helen, Matilda—
known as “Tiley”—Thelma, Walter, and Viola. The 1910
census records the family living at 1234 Newkirk Street in
Brewerytown. Their modest rowhouse was filled with children
and stood near the breweries and other industries that
employed many of the neighborhood’s German immigrants.

For more than three decades, census records consistently
identified John as a brewer. Although no employment record
naming the brewery has been found, the evidence strongly
suggests that he worked at the nearby City Park Brewery;,
formerly the Louis J. Bergdoll Brewing Company.

John’s occupation, German background, and residences
on Newkirk and Stiles Streets placed him within walking
distance of the large brewery complex that dominated the
neighborhood.

Each morning, John likely walked through Brewerytown,
passing rows of brick homes and the familiar aroma of malt
drifting from the brewery that dominated the neighborhood.
For decades, this was not only his workplace but also the

community where he and his family built their lives.

The brewery was one of Philadelphia’s largest employers,
producing thousands of barrels of beer each year for
customers throughout the region. Given John’s occupation,
German heritage, and residence immediately adjacent to the
brewery, City Park Brewery stands as the most likely place of
his employment.

Brewing required skill, discipline, physical endurance, and
an understanding of a tradition long associated with German
craftsmanship. It gave John steady employment while he

and Marie raised their family and established roots in their
adopted city. For more than three decades, brewing was
John's profession and an important part of the life he built in
Brewerytown.

When Prohibition brought brewing operations to a halt, John
adapted to changing circumstances by taking on a new job.
Rather than allowing the loss of his trade to define him, he
accepted whatever honest work would support his family. His
willingness to adapt reflected a resilience shared by countless
immigrants who understood that dignity came not from a job

title but from faithfully providing for those they loved.

The 1910 census records John and Mary living at 1234
Newkirk Street in Philadelphia’s Brewerytown neighborhood
with their nine children. Today, the rowhouse measures
approximately 782 square feet with three bedrooms and

one bathroom, offering a tangible connection to the modest
home in which the Zimmerman family built their lives. It
also reflects the housing common to many working-class
immigrant families in early twentieth-century Philadelphia.

Marie’s work centered on their home and children. She had
crossed the Atlantic at sixteen, married at nineteen, and

helped create a stable household in a country that was still

new to both parents. The traditions, meals, faith, and family
relationships carried from Germany became part of the lives of
their American-born children.

sprawling Cicty Park Browery.

dizsruptions of his gencration.

THE Louis J. BERGDOLL BREWERY / CITY PARK BREWERY

DATES

1849 — 1850
1851 — 1B57
1857 — 1876
1873 — 1BTG
1876 - 1881

1933 — 1934

TRADE MAME / COMPANY

Baorgdoll 8 (Peter) Scherma

Bergdaoll & Pzotta

Bergdoll & Psotta, City Park Brewery
John Stein

Louis Bergdoll, City Park Brewery

Louls Bergdoll Brewing Co., City Park Brewery

City Park Brewing Co. (Aka of Louis Bergdoll)

The brewery operated ar ies 28ch Streer locacion from 1856 untl Prohibdeion in 1920,
I bricfly recpened in 1933 but closed permanently in 1934,

JOHN BAPTIST ZIMMERMAN

BREWER AT CITY PARK BREWERY
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA

John Baptist Zimmorman was bam in
Ciermany and immigrated to the United States
in 1HAS at the age of 23, Trained in the art of

brewing. he brought with him the knowledge

and skill of a respected German craft.

For more than three decades, census records
consisterntly list hiz occupation as “Brewer.”
During those years he lived on Newkirk Street
and later on Stiles Strect in Brewerytown,
Philadelphis—only a few blocks from the

When Prohibition came in 1920 and the
brewery closed, John's life work came o an
end. In his later years he worked as a janitor,
adapting to one of the greatest economic
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Firsey

JoHN"S HOME AND WoORK — BREWERYTOWN

SR T T Y—

Jobir lived within a short walk of the brewery, surrounded by
ather brewery workers gnd their familics in Brewerytowsn.

1885-1920

Louis Bergdoll Browing Co.
embossed heer botle.
Artifacts like this were used daily
im the brewery during John's carecr.

City Park Brewery “Old Siyle Lager™
trade mark used on bottles, labels amd
advertising.

=) e —_— e e -
Bergdoll Brewing Company — ©
2th Serect berween BDrown, Parrish & Poplar Steeeta, Philadelphia
Circa 18k, John Zimmorman likely worked in these buildings.

The cold storage facilivy, pictured here in 2018, is all thar remains
of the F. A. Poth Brewing Company's brewery at 31st and Jefferson Sireets.
It is ane of the fow surviving brewery buildings in Philadclphia.

3‘ John Baptist Zimmerman was part of Philadelphia’s great brewing tradition. His skill, hard work, and ﬁ%
ﬂg dedication helped produce the “Old Style Lager” and other fine beers that made City Park Brewery one of ....‘
; the most important breweries in the city for more than six decades. i

163

70



Chapter Six | Complete v45 layout option | 20 October 2026
Book pages 164-165

e L L
o W b o e ptitien, o n(.pr?

lfl—l.nd-ﬂu-
, LT
i; A

r . £ -

Mﬂmﬂm-m* i a———

- ruunqp.u.u 2 40r s o7 gty | m amashid s rha el 4 the Denmmesion o ria Pasied faim andl i 1 mp fedemben b

»--.Ff o ani s ﬁqd—:*—“qu“—-ﬁh-—u—.d;—l—n—.-
o c-m_r... Rt LT F A ey r;( B e — — R ]
PR s i it e gk g

e By e il i o i o . e 8 ik i s o i P -, —
- it Lk

[,
anne pomsi 1 L PF | it b o
I 7 - ...;_MJ’E;

Bimil [ by ot Bremtrey ey b P s preniie b ey e,

it b st mads & it of 1k Sden ek g Aaransn o et b b 8 e

e s b B T e Tt I o S b g B el £ tres o the Pt S o SR
—— —_— §
_k-ruu{u FAd 7“:!1;«-4-“?-"1 ’
Uslied Tt 'n:td' Ameiin 1

|
I'm‘rnl‘ ol of Pasmaplopnln =
ity e, e il g e e e e e il bl Mt s e
.....,.. e e B e e o B e i et o s b e e S e R et At Bl
. e
v e e i s M o M et s
- el Lraijp, L
W oy e ...%._M

ke LA iy o JM.. . wnal
E%‘ i S Craiire e i
g “Mfu o _%._ iy
AFFIDAVIT OF WITHERIE
EHETIIOT: _ (et o T ot oo e e
[P p— b b bt e o7 b Dl Sesden o o s,

o ,ﬁﬂL resiiing st T !
—— e, R—p ?% b
g —— d
.-

ey e e et i i s bt s
e st 05 s 8 e of S Pk B i ettt R i

wiﬁ?ﬁ}

ey
e ¥ e iy p———

_,_.‘_"..""",..:""...___“"” e et it g 1 et o ol e ki 1 e A i
‘—“h-ﬂﬂ,—“h“m--“-—-fﬁm_ 5 _|

i e S R &jﬁ‘:ﬁi ? i

164

Marie died in Philadelphia on June 2, 1937, and was buried
three days later at Mount Peace Cemetery. John lived for
another eleven years, witnessing his children establish families
of their own. He died on August 8, 1948, at the age of eighty-six
and was laid to rest at Mount Peace Cemetery with members of
the family he and Marie had built in America.

After Mary’s death, John experienced one of the family’s
greatest tragedies. In 1937, his thirty-one-year-old son, Walter,
was fatally injured in a hit-and-run automobile accident while
visiting the New Jersey shore. Contemporary newspaper
accounts documented the accident, his death, and the legal
proceedings that followed. No parent expects to outlive a child,
and the loss of Walter brought profound sorrow during the final
years of John life.

John and Marie came from different corners of southern
Germany, but together they created one American household.
Their story was built through skilled work, family traditions,
and a shared commitment to creating a secure home for their

nine children.

CARRY AWAY

KNOW WHERE YOU COME FROM AND VALUE THE WORK
THAT HELPS BUILD A FAMILY’S FUTURE. TRADITIONS
CONNECT US TO OUR BEGINNINGS, WHILE DEDICATION
TO FAMILY GIVES THOSE TRADITIONS A PLACE TO
ENDURE. PROST!
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John’s Signature

fjﬁ

John Baptist Zimmerman's handwritten signature on his naturalization petition—the closest surviving connection to the man himself.
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Mount Peace Cemetery Register, Final Resting Place
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The cemetery burial register documents John's interment at Mount Peace Cemetery in Philadelphia, where members of the Zimmerman family were laid to rest.
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John Zimmerman

JANUARY 26, 1896 - NOVEMBER 16, 1988

Fatorral W%z

A MAN OF ROUTINE, RESPONSIBILITY, AND FAMILY TRADITION

John Zimmerman was born on January 26, 1896, in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the son of German-American
parents who made their home in the Brewerytown section
of the city. He spent his early years in Philadelphia and
came of age during a period of tremendous change in
America.

Like many young men of his generation, John answered
his country’s call during World War I. He served with
the American Expeditionary Force in France, joining the
millions of Americans whose lives were shaped by the
Great War. Although family stories rarely focused on his
military service, it remained an important chapter in his

life and part of the generation that defined him.

After returning home, John began a career with the
Philadelphia Electric Company (PECO), where he would
spend virtually his entire working life. Beginning as a
lineman, he steadily rose through the ranks over more
than four decades. By the time he retired in 1961, he

had become Chief Supervisor of Service Maintenance,

a position that reflected the respect he earned through
competence, discipline, and leadership.

Work was important to John. He believed in responsibility,
routine, and doing a job correctly. When PECO asked what
he wanted as a retirement gift after more than forty years
of service, he surprised everyone by requesting a bicycle.
Curiously, none of his grandchildren ever remembered
seeing either the bicycle—or John riding it.

On July 29, 1921, John married Margaret Emilie
Tuckmantel. Together, they had two children, John (Jack)
Howard and Shirley Mae Zimmerman. Jack was born on
November 20, 1926.

John and Margaret’s marriage lasted more than sixty-seven
years and carried them through the Great Depression,
World War II, the postwar years, and retirement. Like
many men of his generation, he enjoyed flirting and quietly
considered himself something of a ladies’ man, convinced
his harmless charm usually went unnoticed.

Together Margaret and John raised their family in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. They moved to Springfield,
Pennsylvania in the late 1950s or early 1960s. Jack H.
Zimmerman married Bertha M. Remshard Zimmerman
on June 5, 1948.

THE SPRINGFIELD HOUSE

To his grandchildren, the Springfield house reflected John’s
personality.

GAISER > ZIMMERMAN > CONNELLY
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There were rules.

One of the most memorable involved the dining room.
Anyone heading upstairs was expected to walk around the
dining room table in a particular direction because John did
not want the traffic pattern wearing down the white wall-to-
wall carpeting. The formal living room and dining room were
beautiful rooms, but they belonged mostly to the adults.

The grandchildren had their own places.

There was the upstairs den where Phillies games played on
television. There was the basement with its black-and-white
tiled floor, card table, and chairs. It was there that one of
Grandmother’s favorite treats appeared for the grandchildren:
blocks of Neapolitan ice cream served with a small bowl

of salted peanuts. At the time it simply seemed like part of
visiting Grandmom and Grandpop. Looking back, it became
one of those small traditions that never left us.

Behind the house stood a large screened-in porch overlooking
the backyard. Summer visits brought lush green grass,
towering trees, and the constant sound of cicadas. A rustic
bentwood rocking chair sat on that porch and became a
favorite place to relax. Decades later, that same rocker would
be restored and find a new home in Florida, preserving a
connection to those childhood memories.

A PHILLIES FAN

Of all Philadelphia’s professional teams, the Phillies were John’s
favorite.

His grandchildren remember sitting beside him in the den,
watching game after game throughout the long baseball
season. Like many loyal Philadelphia fans, he followed the club
through winning years and losing years alike. Baseball simply
became part of the rhythm of his life.

GRANDPOP AND BARNEY

One family story became legendary.

After moving to Harleysville, John often drove with Barney;,
the family basset hound, riding beside him.

One day he went to pick up Margaret at the hairdresser,

who operated a salon from her home. As he pulled into the
driveway, he mistakenly pressed the accelerator instead of the
brake. The car crashed through the garage door and directly
into the salon. Fortunately, no one was injured.

John insisted the accelerator pedal had stuck. Family members

were not entirely convinced.
The best part of the story came afterward.

With complete seriousness, he instructed the grandchildren
not to pat Barney on the head because the dog had suffered a
concussion.

That image of Barney riding shotgun into the hairdresser’s
salon became one of those family stories that survived long
after the event itself.

Retirement suited John because he valued routine.

Every morning began with a glass of hot water followed by
breakfast cereal. He believed in healthy habits, regular sleep,
walking, and sensible food choices.

After retiring, John became the primary cook, embracing the
responsibility with the same discipline he had brought to his
career. Visitors coming downstairs for breakfast were often
greeted by the aroma of a roast already cooking in the oven.
Over time, dinner gradually moved earlier in the day until
noon became the family’s regular mealtime.

During his working years in Springfield, John had enjoyed
playing golf. In retirement, however, his days centered on
home—reading the newspaper, shopping at Henning’s Grocery
Store, visiting local farm stands, walking Barney, preparing
dinner, and faithfully following the Phillies. Golf quietly faded
into the background.

Even mowing the lawn followed its own familiar ritual.

GAISER > ZIMMERMAN > CONNELLY

171

74



Chapter Six | Complete v45 layout option | 20 October 2026
Book pages 172-173

172

At just the right moment, Margaret would step outside
carrying a fresh glass of iced tea. As John passed by on the
riding mower, there was a practiced exchange: the empty glass
handed back, the full one received, and without missing a beat
he continued on his way.

If the timing was missed, John never stopped the mower or
broke his pattern. Margaret simply waited until he completed
another circuit of the yard before making the exchange.

After years of marriage, she knew there would always be
another pass.

AN INDEPENDENT MAN

John handled many of the daily responsibilities himself.

He read the newspaper, walked the dog, shopped for groceries,
visited local farm stands, and took care of errands. Because
Margaret never learned to drive, John drove her wherever she
needed to go—to the hairdresser, the dressmaker, shopping,
church, or appointments.

Like many members of his generation, he was careful with
money. Waste bothered him, and he believed effort should be
rewarded. If a grandchild helped with a chore, he would reach
into a small black coin purse and produce a single quarter. The
amount was modest, but the lesson was larger: work had value,
and so did the reward for doing it well.

“"HELLO, FELLA"

John genuinely enjoyed talking with people.
As he grew older, however, hearing loss made conversations

more difficult.

Driving through Harleysville with the windows down, he often
called out cheerfully, “Hello, fella!” to people walking along the
road.

Unfortunately, his driving occasionally took him a little closer
than pedestrians appreciated. Startled walkers sometimes
responded with gestures that were not exactly friendly. John,
unable to hear their reactions, simply assumed they were
returning his greeting.

For those of us riding with him, the encounters could be
nerve-racking.

Looking back, there was something wonderfully Mr. Magoo-
like about the whole scene. John remained perfectly cheerful,
convinced everyone was waving back.

REMEMBERING JOHN ZIMMERMAN

John Zimmerman belonged to a generation shaped by war,
hard work, discipline, and responsibility. He served his
country during World War I, spent more than four decades
with PECO, raised a family, and lived long enough to witness

extraordinary changes in the world around him.

History remembers his military service, his long career, and
the dates recorded in official documents.

Our family remembers something different.

We remember the smell of a roast cooking before breakfast,
Phillies games in the den, the screened porch in summer, the
black coin purse that always seemed to hold another quarter,
Barney’s famous “concussion,” the carefully timed exchange
of iced tea while mowing the lawn, and a cheerful greeting
offered from behind the steering wheel:

“Hello, fella.”

Those ordinary moments reveal the man far better than any
census record or obituary ever could. They transformed an
ancestor into a grandfather and turned everyday routines into
family stories that continue to be shared across generations.

Grandpop Zimmerman walking Barney, the basset hound, in the backyard on the Harleysville, Pennsylvania home

Retirement in Harleysville

CARRY AWAY

TREAT THE PEOPLE CLOSEST TO YOU WITH THE SAME RESPECT AND CONSIDERATION YOU HOPE TO RECEIVE FROM
THEM. FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS ARE NOT MEASURES OF STATUS; THEIR VALUE COMES FROM THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES.
APPRECIATE THOSE WHO STAND BESIDE YOU AND NEVER UNDERESTIMATE THE LASTING EFFECT OF HOW YOU MAKE
THEM FEEL.
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Margaret Emilie Tuckmantel Zimmerman

NOVEMBER 17, 1899 - DECEMBER 22, 1995

WW

THE QUIET CENTER OF THE FAMILY

Margaret Emilie Tuckmantel was born on November 17,
1899, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and spent nearly her
entire life in southeastern Pennsylvania. On July 29, 1921,
she married John Zimmerman, beginning a partnership
that would span more than sixty-seven years. Together they
raised their family through the Great Depression, World
War II, and the extraordinary changes of the twentieth
century.

She possessed a warm, gentle nature and formed close
personal connections with the people around her. Margaret
was genuinely interested in others. She listened carefully,
asked thoughtful questions, and made each conversation
feel important. While my grandfather’s influence was often
felt throughout the household, my grandmother influenced
people one conversation, one visit, and one relationship at

a time.

She was a devoted wife, mother, and grandmother whose
life revolved around home and family. She never learned
to drive, having grown up in Philadelphia where there was
little need for an automobile. Later in life, my grandfather
handled the driving while Margaret devoted herself to
family, church, correspondence, reading, baking, and

creating a welcoming home.

One of her greatest talents was baking. She was a skilled
and disciplined baker who took pride in sharing recipes
and techniques with her daughters and granddaughters.
Her Jewish Apple Cake, apple crisp, cinnamon buns,
Christmas cookies, and holiday pies became family
favorites. Food was one of the ways she expressed love,
and many family traditions were built around meals she
prepared.

In Springfield and during the early years in Harleysville,
she was primarily responsible for preparing family meals.
Later, after my grandfather retired, he increasingly took
over dinner preparation as part of his own daily routine.
Together they maintained the tradition that there was
always enough food for family and unexpected guests.

Margaret also expressed her creativity through folk art.
During the 1960s she created a collection of hooked

rugs and decorative folk-art pieces. Many survived for
decades and have since been carefully preserved, allowing
future generations to enjoy a tangible connection to her
creativity and gentle nature. One of my favorites depicted
a small house on a hill with a winding driveway covered
in fresh snow. It hung for years in my parents’ dining
room overlooking countless Sunday dinners and holiday
gatherings, quietly watching over the family as the years
passed.
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While my grandfather’s personality often filled the room, my grandmother’s influence
was felt in quieter but equally important ways.

Her home in Springfield reflected the tastes and aspirations

of mid-century America. It was always neat, orderly, and
carefully maintained. The furniture had been purchased as a
complete showroom display. The formal living room looked
beautiful, though perhaps not particularly comfortable. White
wall-to-wall carpeting covered the living and dining rooms,
and Hummel figurines lined the deep windowsills. Above

the white fireplace hung a pair of crossed African ceremonial
knives that neighbors had brought home from their travels,
reminders of another era and another home.

Margaret was an avid reader who always seemed to have

a book nearby. Her shelves held popular fiction and
contemporary bestsellers rather than literary classics. She
enjoyed following new novels and discussing them with
friends. Afternoons often included television talk shows
hosted by Merv Griffin or Dinah Shore before settling in to
watch the evening news.

During the 1960s, Margaret volunteered as a candy striper
at Lankenau Hospital in Wynnewood, Pennsylvania, helping
patients and supporting hospital staff. She wore the familiar
striped volunteer uniform.

Although she generally accepted a supporting role within her
marriage, family members often recognized her thoughtful
judgment and quiet wisdom. There were times when my
mother wished she would speak more forcefully, only to find
Margaret choosing silence instead. Their differing personalities
occasionally created frustration, yet their bond remained deep.
My mother called her nearly every day, and their relationship
endured because of love, understanding, and familiarity.

When she spent time with her children and grandchildren
individually, another side of her personality emerged. She was
attentive, encouraging, nurturing, and sincerely interested

in their lives. My father, Jack, held a special place in her

heart, and she cherished the attention he gave her. While my
grandfather often offered advice—whether requested or not—
Margaret was more inclined to listen, encourage, and quietly
stay connected.

Her devotion to my grandfather never wavered. In later years,
as John’s hearing declined, Margaret occasionally found
opportunities to express opinions she might once have kept

to herself. Family members sometimes smiled as she quietly
offered a rebuttal while he had turned down his hearing aid. It
became one of those small moments that revealed her gentle
wit. After a lifetime together, she understood exactly when to
speak—and when simply to smile.

One story perfectly captures the rhythm of their marriage.
While John mowed the lawn, Margaret carefully timed the
delivery of a glass of iced tea as he circled the yard on the
riding mower. There was a practiced exchange—the empty
glass handed back, the full one received—and without
stopping, John continued. If the timing was missed, Margaret
simply waited until he completed another circuit before trying
again.

After years of marriage, she knew there would always be
another pass.

As she aged, arthritis increasingly affected her daily life.

She was often cold and frequently sat with a blanket across
her lap. Rising from a chair became difficult and was often
accompanied by a quiet expression of discomfort. Although
her world became physically smaller, she remained mentally
engaged through reading, correspondence, and conversations
with family and friends.

TUCKMANTEL > ZIMMERMAN > CONNELLY

177

77



Chapter Six | Complete v45 layout option | 20 October 2026

Book pages 178-179

178

“Crimson Home on the Hill” preserved and framed by Matthew Connelly. The folk-art piece by Margaret Zimmerman
resides at Mariann Schwartz’s home in Perkasie, Pennsylvania.

Writing letters and managing the household finances
remained important parts of her daily routine. Seated at a
small secretary’s desk in the living room, she wrote checks,
answered correspondence, and stayed connected with relatives
and friends. Her handwriting was elegant and precise,
reflecting the care she brought to everything she did.

One of the greatest gifts Margaret gave me was encouragement
for my interest in family history. When I was in sixth grade,

I interviewed her for a school project about our family’s
ancestry. She patiently shared stories about both her own
family and my grandfather’, helping me connect generations
of parents, grandparents, and siblings. I still have the notes
from that interview today.

Looking back, that conversation became one of the earliest
sparks that eventually grew into a lifelong passion for

genealogy and preserving our family’s history.

Margaret died on December 22, 1995, at the age of ninety-six.
She lived long enough to witness extraordinary changes in the
world, yet remained rooted in family, loyalty, kindness, and
tradition.

She rarely sought attention for herself. Instead, she made her
impact one conversation, one visit, and one relationship at a

time.

Her legacy lives on through the recipes she shared, the folk art
she created, and the encouragement she gave.

CARRY AWAY

ALWAYS HAVE A BOOK NEARBY. READING CAN EXPAND
YOUR KNOWLEDGE, INTRODUCE YOU TO NEW IDEAS,
AND PROVIDE A LIFETIME OF ENTERTAINMENT. SHARE
WHAT YOU READ WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY—THE
CONVERSATIONS CAN BE AS MEANINGFUL AS THE BOOKS
THEMSELVES. BOOKS CAN OPEN DOORS.
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